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Note  1,  Pago  1 


ORIGIN  OF  FMni.y 


The  faraily 
Palatinate  of  the  Fhine, 
pftrr.sciited  aivinF   witn  the 
new  place  to  live.     They 
c^iRip  ci   the   Duke  of   Harli' 
in  Europe.     Queen  Anne  in 
Rotteraam  and  took  about 
New  York,     Sotae  went  to  I 
New  York    fciiuv;   'losies  in  P 


is  Garc^an,  they  were  mostly  fpo<i5  the 

Durinp  the  17th  Century  thsy  were 

other  protestant  proups  and  soup^ht  a 

fled  by  the  thousands  to  the  friendly 

crouph  who  conmanded  tne  Allied  Armies 

1709  sent  a  fleet  to  pick  them  up  at 
7,000  to  England,  3,000  were  sent  to 
reland.  The  trajority  thot  went  to 
ennsylvjnia  viinong  the  Quakers. 


The  ?i.-3rtin  Tralick  branch  wer«}  in  tha  chip 
cliandler  business  with  other  TserRbers  of  their  Palatine  proup. 
It  seeius  to  have  oeen  a   co-op  venture  and  was  located  at  Wast 
Carap,  Ulster  C(l>unty,  on  the  Hudson  River  north  of  Saugerties, 

The  business  waa  not  a  success  and  they  moved 
inland  near  KATSBMN  under  the  snaocw  of  the  Catskill  mountains 
and  took  up  land.  It  seems  that  they  had  sosnc  connection  with 

the  shippinjj  business  in  '?-err;any  before  emip^rating. 

There  is  ?  Palatine  Lutheran  Church  in  London 
near  Drapers  Hall  called  the  Dutch  Church  whicn  was  bombed  out 
durinp,  the  last  war  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  they 
spent  some  tirae  in  England. 


They  were  mostly  farmers  for  the  1st  and  2nd 
generation  hchI   spread  to  Dutchess  County,  ^{ew  York,  They  are 
quite  numerous  in  the  Red  Mook  Rhinebeck  area  also  around 
Sauperties, 

Th«y  cane  to  Canada  durinp  and  after  the  war. 
Those  that  did  cosie  served  in  the  forces,  Martin  was  in  the 
f>ecret  service  and  his  sons  in  Hut  lor 's  T?anji«rs  and  Jessup's 
Corps.  One  or  two  also  in  Pop,ers*Ranpers,  Lewis  was  a  colonel 
on  Washinp-ton's  staff  and  did  not  cotne  until  after  the  war, 

1,  Martin  and  his  sons  Peter,  7>acarias,  John,  Jacob,  Lewis, 
Christooher  and  Daughter  Hannah  to  Ernstown  near  3ath  on 
the  Bay  of  Quinte,  Lewis  did  not  conie  until  1006  and  is  the 
ancestor  of  the  late  Judge  Frallck  of  Belleville. 

2,  Adam  and  John  to  Nova  Scotia,  Adam  caroe  later  to  Upper  Canada, 

3,  Abraham  to  Frelighsburg,  Quebec.  This  branch  died  out  with 
Galoway  Fralick,  See  chart. 


Note  1,  P.Tige  2 


U,  John  to  Miasara,  John  appeared  on  a   list  of  prcmp  leaders 
for  settlerftent  in  Ely  Township,  Shefford  County,  Ouebec, 
but  appears  to  have  gone  to  Mlap^ara. 


( 


Bioqraohic  notes  on  all  of  the  above) 


The  first  o.^  the  Lutherrun  refugees  came  to  New 
York  in  1709  under  Joshua  Knockorthal,  their  minister,  and 
consisted  of  10  roen,  10  women  and  22  chilciren,   Tliey  sottl'Sd 
at  Ouasek  Creek  now  ChaiHi>ers  Creek  in  Orange  County,  The  second 
lot  caiTte  with  Governor  Robert  Hunter  in  1710  and  the  third  under 
Governor  ;jurn»t  in  1722,  They  settled  at  West  Camp  on  the  Hudson 
and  at  other  points  in  the  area. 

The  historical  data  on  the  followin?^  sheets  oives 
sorae  backgx^ound  on  the  Fraiick  family  and  the  times  in  which 
they  lived. 


Kenneth  E,  HAS8R0UCK,  Geneologist,  R.D.  ^1, 
Box  523A  "Forest  Olon",  Hew  Plaza,  Hew  York,  says  that  the  family 
are  nuinerous  in  Ulster  County,  Pater  Fraileigh  was  a  minister  in 
the  Shawanfunk-Montr,onery  Conproration, 

He  says  that  the  name  is  spelled  in  various  w«^vs, 
Solomon  and  Moses  were  .tIso  ministers,  Peter  beinp  a  son  of 
Solomon,  Their  ancestors  are  still  living  around  !^ed  Hook  and 
Phinebeck,  N,Y, 

3oth  myself  and  Charles  Praleigh  of  Bloomfield 
hav«  been  in  touch  with  various  roeabers  of  the  clan  in  New  York 
state  and  elsev/horc.   For  instance,  Robert  M,  Freligh,  cashier  in 
the  National  Bank  In  Saugerties,  Hew  York,  David  ?,  FraleiRh  of 
Miani,  Florida,  2nd  also  Byrle  Osborn  who  lived  in  the  rJauperties 
area.  He  now  resides  in  Ireland,  The  Osbornes  are  related  by 
marriage.  See  Chart, 

We  learn  from  Byrle  that  he  spent  a  preat  deal  of 
time  trackini?  down  clues  to  family  history  and  that  there  are  a 
great  many  records  of  the  family  at  Kinpston,  N',Y,  T  aTi  Including 
one  of  his  letters  as  part  of  thia  note  because  of  the  historic  1 
facts  contained  in  it.  Also  a  letter  from  Robert  M,  Freligh, 


Mot*  1«  Page  3 

The  Fr sleigh  r.aally 

Coplad  fixsia  "Th*  Van  B«Miehotttn  ratuily  in  Mserica"  publishad  1907, 

p.678 

3600  II  Maria  Vati  Benachot*©  «.  Oct,  23,  176»*,  at  th«  I>utch  Reformed  Church, 
Hhindb«ck,  Stephen  Fraleigfa,  b.  July  28,  17^2,  s,  of  Pater  Fralei^h  and 
Margaret  riarl«r,  whose  narriage  in  the  Fhineibeck  rocor<ds  stands' t  *'?eter 
Fraleigh  j,tb»  and  Grietje  Vleer.laar  j.d,,  both  parties  born  and  also  residiiftg 
in  Dutchess  Co,,  the  bride  In  Bachqualk  (Po^uag),  Oct.  13,  17^1,"  He,  Peter, 
was  b,  Au«,  16,  1720,  d,  Jan,  26,  1792;  she  i*as  b,  Aup.  25,  172»i,  d.  Juae  20, 
1B05,  Peter's  parents  were  Stephanus  ^nd   Barbdira  Froelich  who  were  maong   the 
P«l«ntiii«s  ndao  settled  at  West  Carap  in  Ulster  Co,  in  1710, 

Tliia  f tephanus  Froelich  eai'ly  passed  over  into  Dutchess  Co, ,  becase  a  f ree» 
holder  there,  nrni   was  the  only  cwrie  of  the  name  In  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Khiaebeck  in  1723,  In  1713  he  had  obtained  a  lease  fross  Henry  Peekman  for 
«  farffi  cm  the  post  road  three  niles  south  of  T'^hinebeek  village  -  land  now  in 
pc^session  of  (loertner  Fraleinh»  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation, 
Stephanus  was  a  iu  the  ran;  and  I  find  the  followin??  entry  ~!ade  in  the  records 
of  that  denoTuination  in  Hew  York  City  by  Dr,  Perkenneyar  after  a  visitation 
up  the  river:  "I  baptized  in  the  bam  of  Stephan  Froelig,"  so  and  so,  "after 
having  conducted  religious  service©  at  Se«knan*9  Mills,"  Stephanus  »ade  his 
will  in  17«*9  and  left  all  his  property  to  his  wife,  Barbara, 

"Peter  Froelich  becasae  the  owner  of  the  honestead  at  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  the  g^raveyard  known  as  'Peter  Froehlicha"  took  its  name  fro^a  htm  &nd   was 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  poad  from  his  house.  The  Berghs,  Froehlicha, 
Van  Bens^otens  and   Schryvers  were  buried  in  this  ground  end  generally  withcnit 
totabs  tones," 

The  descendants  of  Maria  Van  Benschoten  and  Stephen  Fralei);>h  were  and  still  are 
noticeable  in  stature,  as  were  also  the  desoenciantta  of  her  sinter  Catrina  and 
Christian  Berrh,  2nd  -  a  tendWMQf  derived  fro©  the  Van  Venschotens,  a  majority 
of  whocs,  especially  in  the  SoloMin  line,  have  been  above  the  ev«r«^e  in  height  * 
large  sen  and  wocnen, 

Stephen  and  Haria  were  prosperous  faroers  in  the  town  of  Phinebeckj  lived  on 
his  father's  hocMistead,  He  is  found  servini?  in  the  Revolution  in  the  Sixth 
Dutchess  Co,  Militia  and  in  a  Land  Bounty  '^^i^hta  Repi»»ent,  She  d,  Aup,  11, 
1812,  he  Apr,  12,  1S20,  and  both  lie  in  the  Rhinebeck  siraveyard  in  the  after- 
noon shadow  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 


Childreni 

3623      i  Msria,  b,  Apr,  13,  1766 

362**     ii  H«r;^aret,  b,  July  22,  17fi7;  no  further  record, 

3625  iii  Solomon,  b,  Dec,  18,  1768 

3626  iv  Peter,  b,  :iov,  10,  177U 

3627  V  niajen,  b,  Jan,  20,  1775 

3628  vi  Un«,  b.  Jan,  26,  1781;  d,  Harch  28,  179**, 


Hote  1,  Pag«    4 


Th«  rral«igh  rarally 


3623  1  Maria  rral«igh,  cl.   Apr.   H»  1831;  ts.   Apr.   2^  1730,  Pet«r  Trav«r, 

b.  ''^«,rs    IB,   I'^ti'i,  d.   Aug,   1£,  1831,  &on  of  H*n<irlck  Traver  (bts,   at 
Kinjjston,  July  23,  1722)  ar»d  Eva  Uckart,  dau«  of  G«orfe  Eckert  and 
Catlierine  Everts,  Kandrick  was  the  third  son  of  Sftfcastian  Traver 
and  Christina  Uhi,     Sebastiari  and  his  wictcw^d  iTiOther,  Anna  Karia 
Traver,  tog«thi*r  witli  a  younger  brother,  Peter  Traver,  landed  «t 
ye«t  CiHipj  »•?•»  Oct.  4,  1710,  and  finally  settled  at  Rhinebeck  in 
XIV^M     They  were  Palatines  (from  a  district  in  southwestern  part  of 
@«r»ii»y).     Peter  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revoluti<»ii  is  found  signing 
the  articles  of  Association. 

Traver  children,  all  of  wIiojt  lived  In  the  town  of  Rhinebecki 

«•   Rebecca,  b,  Nov.   25,  1791,  d.  fJov,    13,  18«47,  unmarried, 
fo.  Saria,  b.  Mar.   28,  1793,  never  parried, 

c.  Kva,  b.  Jan.   2,  1796;  d.  Jan.   31,  1847;  n,  Oct.   5,  1826, 
Gideon  Traver. 

d.  Henrick,  b.   Mar.   17,  1798;  d.   Mar,   25,  leu?;  ra.  Oct.  2,  1823, 
Polly  Butts, 

e.  Stophanu5,  b,  June  5,   1800;  d.  Mov.   12,  1870;  w,  Jan.   5,  1825, 
Catherine  Schryver. 

f.  Helen,  b.   Feb,   1,  130 L-,  never  parried. 

3625  iii  SelCTxan  Fraleigh,  m.  flept.   1769,  Christina  Loesher  -  The  record 
of  which  n>arriaFe  in  the  Rhinebeck  Lutheran  Church  iai 
"rolcRTjon  Froehlich,  Stephanu»  Froehlich's  issue,  rait  Christina  Loesher, 
Conrad  Loesher* s  issue.  Sept,   1769,"     Christina  was  bp,   Mar,   28,   1770, 
d,  Say  25,  18H3,  Soloiac^^  Mved  on  his  father*?  old  hossestead  three 
nlles  south  of  Bhinebeck,  and  d,   Dec,   10,  1858, 

Children! 

a.  Maria,  b,  Oct.  5,  1790,  n.  Sebastian  Crapser;  lived  near  Wittenbergh, 
Dutchess  Co. ;  farmers. 

b.  C(»irad,  b.  «ay  27,  1792;  a.  Olive  Woodln;  lived  in  Red  Hook, 
Dutchess  Co. ;  was  a  miller. 

c.  Peter,  b.  Apr.  25,  179t«;  rs.  Gertrude  West;  lived  in  Po'keepsie; 
busied  hittself  at  many  things. 

d.  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  12,  17SG;  ra,  (1)  Marie  Ostror,  1-.  Dec,  19,  1802, 
d,  Sept,  20,  18H8;  r,,  (2)  Caroline  Schryver,  nee  Traver,  no  issue. 
He  was  a  far»er  cm  the  old  hoirte  place  and  died  there  Jan,  8,  1879, 

Children:  (I)  Julia  Helen,  b,  "^ay  lu,  1821;  m,  Dec.  18,  18»»3,  Eliot  Harsh; 
lived  in  the  town  of  Hyde  Park;  farmers.  (2)  Edgar,  b.  Hov.18, 
ld2U,  B),  Esseline  Cook inf? hats;  lived  at  Prljiisrose  Hill,  town 
of  Rhinebeck;  fanners.  (3)  Caroline,  b.  Feb.  12,  1B29,  1 
n.  Morgan  Smith;  lived  near  Frost  Hills,  Dutchess  Co.; 
famtrs.  (*♦)  Ooertner,  b.  July  9,  18U0;  to,  Cornelia  Sleight; 
always  lived  cm  the  homeste«K3;  a  farmer.  His  twin,  (5) 
C»ertrude,  b.  July  9,  18H0,  unraarried;  lives  in  Phlnebeck, 
f.  Lydia,  b.  Apr,  12,  1799;  m.  Roderick  Tuckerman;  he  was  a  weaver;  for 

aany  years  worked  in  the  '^ochedale  factories  in  Dutchess  Co. ,  then  laoved 

onto  a  farm  near  Syracuse  where  they  died. 


Hote  1»  Pa^e  5 


Th«  Fral«lgh  Taaily 


3626  tv  Peter  FraJUli|^  sn>  In  th«  Rhin«b«ck  Lutheran  Church  In  Sept.  1792, 
Gather  Loes^^r,  b.  July  13,  177H,  who  like  his  brother  Solomon's 


wife,  W4S  a  ciau.  of  Conrad  and  Lydia  Loesber* 
in  the  town  of  Hhinebeck  and  was  a  famser. 


Peter  always  lived 


Children : 

a«  Lydia«  h,   M«r#  15,  179t»j  rs,  William  Craneri  lived  at  Red  Hooki  fann«rs» 

b,  Lena,  b.  Sept,  15,  1796;  d,  Apr,  3,  1886 j  ?5,  Frederick  C,  Cramer j 
liv«J  at  Ked  Hook;  he  was  a  carpenter, 

c,  Catherine,  b,  Apr*  ««,  1798;  d,  young,  unmarried. 

d,  Maria,  b,  June  13,  1800;  «,  Cerrlt  Pyness;  lived  in  the  town  of 
Rhlnebeck;  he  was  a  stone-mason, 

e,  Elizabeth,  b,  Kar,  1,  1302;  d,  young, 

f,  Asa,  b,  Jan,  29,  180H;  unmarried;  went  into  the  ^xlcan  W«r  atnA* 
was  never  heard  of  afterwards, 

g,  Selenon,  b,  July,  19,  I8O&1  n,  Elisa      ;  lived  and  d,  near  Eddyvllle 
K,Y,;  he  was  a  preat  horseean,      — — • 

h,  tfiliiarr,  Lasher,  b.  Tan,  14,  1Q09;  m,  Dec,  18,  1829,  Catherine  Slei?r,ht, 
b,  Hov,  8,  1612,  d,  Feb,  27,  1892,  He  lived  taany  years  In  Rhinebeck; 
late  in  Hfe  bourht  a  fann  at  Staatsburf,  He  d,  in  June,  1B93, 

i,  Howard  Tillotson,  b,  July  IB,  1813;  never  carried;  went  to  sea  and 
was  lost  track  of, 

3627  V.  Elsjen  Fralelgh  m,  Nov,  15,  1795,  Zacharia  Traver,  b,  nov.  24,  1765, 

younpeat  chilli  of  Frederick  Traver  (b.  Tan,  27,  1726,  d.  Oct.  11,  1739) 
and  Haria  Barbara  Eckert  (b,  Apr.  18,  1731,  d,  Hov.  7,  1795),  Frederick 
was  the  fifth  child  of  r.eb88tian  Traver  and  Christina  Uhl  (see  no.  3623), 
ZachariaAs  farm  adioined  the  Corporation  of  Rhinebeck  on  the  northeast. 
He  d,  Oct,  30,  1840;  Cls^en,  Au7.  9,  1B64, 

Traver  Children  1 

a,  Lena,  b,  Jan,  17,  1797;  d,  July  28,  1359;  no  further  record, 

b,  Frederick,  b,  Aug,  10,  1798;  d,  Apr,  15,  1B22,  unirjarried, 

c,  Ludwig,  b.  Sept,  28,  1600;  d,  in  the  South  of  yellow  fever  in  1825 
w<i9  9   physician, 

d,  Stephanus  Z. ,  b,  "^ept,  19,  1802;  m,  in  Feb.  1823,  Elizabeth  Doty, 

b,  Apr,  1,  1798,  They  were  farmers  and  lived  'j  mile  and  a  half  above 

Rhinebeck  on  «  fans  on  which  their  grandson  Wallace  Traver,  nom   lives. 

He  d.  May  4,  1858;  she  Jan,  18,  1880, 

Children*  (1)  Alexander  f>,,  b,  Dec,  2,  1823;  d.  May  12,  1900, 

(2)  Zacharia  P,  b,  July  17,  1828;  d.  Aup.  11,  1993;  served  in  the 

Civil  MuT   as  2nd  Lieut,  in  the  7th  ?f.y.  Mounted  Plfles.  (3)  Charles  S, 

b,  Apr,  21,  1S37;  served  in  the  '^avy  on  the  s^ninboat  "Paul  Jones"  and 

was  in  the  battle  of  Mobile  Bay,  (4)  Hary  E.,  b,  Feb,  21,  1B39; 

d,  in  lfi39.  (5)  Henry  L. ,  b,  Feb.  13,  1840;  served  in  the  71st,  H,Y.  V,T, 

later  waa  on  the  "Paul  Jones", 

e,  Thosas,  b,  June  20,  1305;  d,  Feb,  28,  1868;  unmarried. 

f,  Sally,  b,  Feb,  27,  180S;  d.  Tan,  25,  1831;  unTr=arrled, 

g,  Polly,  b,  Dec,  10,  1309;  d,  Feb,  12,  1856,  u}i{^-,arried. 


■^■fltt^ 
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The  Fralelsh  Fainllv 


h.  William,  b,  Feb,  23,  1812;  m,  Catherine  Traver,  went  to  Wise,; 

no  further  record, 
1.  Albert,  b,  July  11,  1016 i  d.  Jan,  27,  1891;  unmarried;  buried 

on  the  saise  day  as  his  sister  sally. 

All  the  unmarried  children,  with  the  exception  of  Ludwig,  lived  on  the  homestead. 


AMERICAM  ANCESTRY  t-vol.  1,  p,  29 

Fraleigh,  Philip  E,,  Albany;  son  of  George  W,of  Ked  Hook,  Dutchess  Co.,  M,Y,, 
born  1816,  died  186G  (in.  Regina  Waldorf);  son  of  Peter  Frqlelph,  Red  Hook,  b. 
1772,  d.  1B53;  son  of  Peter  Fraleigh,  who  came  fron  fierinany  before  1772,  and 
settled  at  Fed  Hook,  Dutchess  County,  N.Y,  state,  died  1788, 


vol,  II,  p.  »*3 

Fraleifh,  Peter  F.  of  Clerrnont  (m.  Jane  Salpuriph),  and  Willi  an  H.of  Clermont; 
sons  of  Peter  P.  Fraleigh  of  Clermont  (m,  Mary  Lasher);  son  of  Peter  Fraleip.h 
of  Clermont,  b,  1797,  d,  1839  (tn,  Lana  Link);  s,  of  Peter  P,  of  Red  Hook,  b, 
about  1760,  d,  about  1845, 


P.  «45 
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The  fralelgh  rarolly 
Documentapy  History  of  Rhineteck  in  Dutchess  Co,,  ^?,Y« 
Pub.  1881  -  ay  E,M,  Saiith  (F  123,  RUS5) 
T«x  Assesstnent  1723 


The  inhabitants,  residents,  sojournsrs  and  freeholders  of  Dutchess  Co,  are 
rated  and  assessed  by  the  assessors  chosen  for  the  said  county,  as  follows t 
(list  includes) 


Barent  Van  Benthuysen  10 


Stephen  rro«llck 


8. 

2 


C 


P,  H8   -  Census  in  17»40  -  (includes)  Stephen  Frelick 

P,  51,  After  the  battle  of  Lexin^-ton,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  the  people 
of  Dutchess  Co.  were  asked  to  sign  the  following,  pled<^ei 
"Persuaded  that  the  rirhts  and  liberties  of  America  depend,  under  God,  on 
the  firm  union  of  its  inhabitants  in  a  vigorous  prosecuticm  of  the  measures 
necessary  for  its  safety, "etc,  etc,**  (bal,  omitted) 

The  people  in  the  pracint  of  Phinetsck  who  thus  repudiated  the  British 
Govarnir.ant  and  placed  themselves  under  the  power  of  new  men  and  new  measures, 
were  as  follows: 

(The  last  name  of  a  list  of  over  200  was  -  Henry  Fraleigh,  Jr.) 


P.  216, 


The  Fraleigh  Family 


Stephen  Frolich,  with  b  wife,  two  daurhtars  over  nine,  and  one  under  eij^ht 
years  of^  ar®»  was  aronp  the  Palantinea  settled  in  the  West  Caanp  in  Ulster 
county  in  1710,  Stephen  Froelich  vias  a  freeholder,  and  the  only  one  of  the 
naT»>e  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Phinebeck,  in  1723,  He  obtained  a  lease  fr«Tj 
Henry  Reeckman  for  the  farni  on  the  post  road,  now  the  property  of  Goertner 
FralelRh,  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation,  in  1719,  We  have  no  doubt  he 
weis  the  person  found  in  the  West  Carap  in  1710,  and  the  ancestor  of  all  the 
Frolichs  and  Fraleifrhs  who  have  lived  and  died  and  are  now  living,  in  Dutchess 
County,  He  made  his  will  in  1749,  in  which  he  released  two  children  without 
naming  them  of  all  their  oblij^ations  to  his  estate,  and  leaves  his  property 
to  his  wife,  ilarhara.  We  find  in  the  old  German  Peforped  Church  records  that 
Catherine  Frolich  was  the  wife  of  Johannes  Weist,  in  1741 j  Ursula  Frolich,  of 
Marden  Burp,er,  in  1745;  Martinus  Frolich,  the  husband  of  Anna  Maria  Hapedom 
in  1756;  Petrus  Frolich,  of  Margaretha  Flepeler  in  1766;  Maria  Frolech,  the 
wife  of  Gerhard  Dederich  in  1766;  Henry  Frolich,  the  husband  of  Margaret  Van  Lowen 
in  1768;  and  George  Frolich,  the  husband  of  Certruda  Pultz  in  1770,  There  are, 
probably,  Frolich  records  in  the  nhinebcck  I/jtharan  and  Flatts  Dutch  Refonred 
Church,  the  books  of  which  are  not  now  before  us. 

The  Staatsburfh  in  which  DoTnlnio  'lartwick  preached  nnd  baptized  the  children 
was  near  the  Frolich  homestead,  and  his  records  are  in  the  Rhinebeck  Lutheran 
book,  Peter  Fraleij^h  became  the  owner  of  the  farm  at  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  the  graveyard  known  as  Peter  Frolich 's  took  its  name  froiri  hini,  and  was  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  his  house.  The  Bergs,  3ur?^ers  (3uckhards 
in  the  old  records),  Frolichs  and  Van  Henschotens  and  Schryvers  were  buried  in 
this  ground  and  generally  without  tombstones. 


Kot«  1,  Papa  a 


Th«  Fraleigh  Fai«ily 


A  faally  record  before  us  says  Peter  Fraleigh  was  born  Aur,  15,  1720, 
died  Jan,  26,  1792.  Margaret,  his  '.^ife,  bcrr.  Aug.  25,  172U,  died  June  2,  1805. 
This  is  not  the  bepinnlnp  of  the  recoixl.  We  have  placed  it  first  because  the 
first  in  date.  It  is  preceded  by  the  record  of  Stephen  which  follows,  and  we 
are  left  in  doubt  whether  Peter  was  fattier  or  elder  brother  to  Stephen, 


^Stephen  Fraleirh  -  bom  July  28,  17U2,  m,   Oct.  23,  176U,  Maria  Van  Benschoten. 
t'hey  "had  issue  as  follows:  Haria,  b.  Apr.  13,  1966,  Hars-aret,  b.  July  22,  1767, 
Solomon,  b.  Doc,  18,  1768;  Peter,  b.  Nov.  10,  1770;  Elsjen,  b.  Jan.  26,  1775, 
Lanne,  b,  Jan.  26,  17S1,  d.  Mar.  28,  1794,   The  mother  d,  Aug.  11,  1812,  aged 
66  years,  the  father  ciiea  Apr.  11,  1820,  aged  77  years. 

SolcCTon  Fraleigh  m.  Christina,  dau,  of  Conrad  Lasher,  b.  Mar.  28  1770, 
m.  Sept.  5,  liB9,     They  had  issue  as  follows:  Maria,  b,  Oct,  5,  1790;  Conrad 
b.  May  27,  1792;  Peter,  b.  Apr.  25,  179U;  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  12,  1796;  Lydla, 
b.  Apr.  12,  1799. 

Peter  Frolich  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Felder,  appear  in  the  records  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  for  the  first  tine  on  the  9th  of  July,  1780.   On  this 
day,  their  son,  Jonannes,  was  bpt.  by  Dondnie  Cock,  the  sponsors  beinp,  Johan 
Felder  and  Anna  Maria  Streit;  on  Apr.  21,  1782,  their  dau,,  Elizabeth,  was 
bpt.,  the  sponsors  being  Peter  Eckert  and  Elizabeth  Frolich;  on  Sept.  3,  178U 
their  son,  Georp,s,  was  bpt.,  the  sponsors  beinr  Johannes  Stickel  and  Elizabeth 
Behm;  on  Dec,  3,  1786,  their  son,  Phillippus,  was  bpt.,  the  sponsori<)  being 
Phillippus  pttlder  and  Anna  Milthaler.   Peter  was  another  son,  and  Hanna  another 
daughter  of  this  family.  She  married  John  A,  Stickle,  d,  Jan.  12,  1850,  aged 
74  years,  and  was  thus  bom  in  1776,  This  is  the  well-known  Ped  Hook  family 
of  Fraleiphs,  whose  ancestor  was  doubtless  also  Stephanus,  the  first  settler 
of  the  naiae.   Peter  n,  Elizabeth  Smith;  Jonannes  rn,  Catharine,  dau,  of  Henry 
Tidter,  Jr, ,  and  his  wife,  Anna  Maria  Proseus;  Philip  in.  Anna  Tidter,  sister 
to  Catharine,  the  wife  of  his  brother,  for  a  first,  and  Anna  Benner,  dauj?,  of 
Peter  Benner,  for  a  second  wife;  i^eorpe  it>.  Catharine  Mohr;  Elizabeth,  we  think, 
18,  Henry  L'tail.   These  inen  became,  and  tnese  sisters  married  men  who  became 
wealthy  famwsrs  and  hiphly  respected  citizens  of  Red  Hook, 


p,  231,  In  the  63  years  which  intervened  between  the  conrnjencenient  of  our  records, 
in  17»»y,  and  the  separation  of  Red  Hook  from  khinebeck,  in  iB12,  the  office 
of  Spuerviaor  was  held  by  14  different  persons,  8  of  whom  were  from  Red  Hook, 
5  froifl  Rhinebeck,  and  one  of  uncertain  residence  .....(Bal.  omitted)..,..* 


p,  36 


Our  Palantlne  Settlers 


There  were  three  iramiprations  of  Palatines  to  our  State  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  ISth  century.   The  first  came  in  1709,  under  Joshua  Knockerthal,  their 
minister,  and  consisted  of  "fifty-one  poor  Lutherans  from  the  Lower  Palatinate 
in  Germany."  -  viz.:  ten  r»en,  ten  wcxnen  and  twenty-one  children.  They  settled 
at  Ouasek  creek,  now  called  Chambers  creek,  in  Oranpe  Co,  The  second  dame  with 
Governor  I^obert  nunter  in  1710,  anu  the  third  in  1722  under  Governor  riurnet.  It 
concerns  our  present  purpose  to  deal  with  those  only  who  came  here  with  Gov,  Hunter. 


Mote  1,  Fap«  9 


20  rdb«,  X»$S 


D««r  Charles J 


In  replying  to  your  l»tter  of  th«  13th,  X  don't  b«iiev«  I*ii  b«  ©f 

much  help. 

It  i?5  cicite  .likely  th<*t  we  ar«  ot   the  smne   f^Kaily  aa  th«  variation  in 
the  speillnj^  ran  in  Fsy  laT?)lly  too*     Troeiigh,  Froeilch,  FiMsleigh,  fraleigh, 
and  rry  v«rsi.cn»  Fr^llicih  «re  •op»  of  the  enelifiuf??  that  I  hav©  <»e©n.     The 
name  ?<artin  slso  appeared  way  back,     1  am  not  s^uch  on  tracinf?  fjimlXy 
history  but  vj  old  lady  that  wau  broucht  up  by  the  FreliEh  faisslly  of 
Coxsackie,  New  Yorkj  aid  a  lot  of  renearch  a  few  years  b«ck  ar«d  if  she 
had  net  pasf&ed  on  before  cc^ipleting  her  task  I  am  sure  I  could  I>e  of 
taore  help. 

At  Co><s^icV:?*  th»r«  is  *^  old  house  of  forest  historical  prominence  and 
there  is  the  copy  of  the  first   Decloration  of  Indejjendence  (nnrt  the 
final  one)  and  it  wee  aljned  Uy  «  ^«n;«fiain  Frelelgh^^fis  &  relative  of 

raine, 

I  an  sure  I  kno%j  the  Oaborne  that  you  asentfon.     Ma  15ved  in  Sauirjerties 
for  a  spell  s<m%  years  hack,  then  t#ent  to  England  and  taarried  and  regained 
therfs 

I  don't  Iwa^^Ine  I  ha^ii  been  of  much  t^ielp  but  it  has  heen  nice  exchans^ing 
n^tea  and  would  like  to  he«r  fror«  you  «i:ain. 


Sin  oertiiy, 
(sip;ned) 


Kobert  H.   rr=al.l;!h,  Ao3t«   Cashier 
5:.^ug»«jtt!«8  i^etional  Boi^k  s.  Trust  Co. 
Saugert.<es«  Mev  York 


fm 


ARD  HA  MAGH, 
KiI»«c«nog«y 
Bray, 

Co.  WlckloM, 


Notfl  1,  ?«g«  10 


8  February  19  5«* 


OMr  Cousin  t 

It  vam   slc«  to  g«t  your  letter  and  n«ws.  The  two 
qxjestions  you  ask  about  siyself  and  about  Mstory  of  the  fan-illy  I  shall 
answer  in  detail,  especially  the  latter  as  socve  of  the  ummb^rs  of   your 
faeily  raay  becosie  interested  in  tracing  the  family  and  my   pesearchinr.  will 
save  their  goln?-  over  the  sine  gr<«ind. 

As  for  ffiyself.  In  Dec,  19«*0,  I  read  a  paper  on  human 
ecology  ct  the  annual  AAAS  neetinp  in  Chicago  and  en  route  hor.e  detoured 
frcsa  Albany  down  to  Saugerties  to  see  what  I  could  learn  about  th©  family, 
I  became  so  interested  that  I  moved  to  '^auf.erties,  spending!  inost  of  ny  time 
la  Kinj^ston  (i'istar  Co,  Court  House)  and  in  Albany  on  records,  tn  Sept,, 
19S1,  t  caR«  to  Lngland  on  records  and  human  ecelo«'y  8*>d  fiarried  two  years 
ago  yesterday,  a  widoif,  Joyncs  '^ichards  Browne,  daughter  of  the  late  Charles 
Richards  of  Co,  wicklow  and  Kathleen  Stamf^er  richards,  ditto.  As  wy  wife 
has  a  19  year  old  daughter  in  Trinity  Collefe,  Dublin,  we  decided  to  stay 
<W5  this  side  for  the  tine  being,  leasinj,;  Ardnaraagh  which  is  atop  a  young 
iMMataln  80Q  feet  up  and  ^   miles  froaa  the  Irish  coast. 

In  the  Ulster  County  Land  Records  et  Kingston^  I 
ROt  a  aass  of  material  on   our  (cl^icfly  your)  fissily. 

As  you  know,  about  1710  a  larr^e  nu?^ber  of  fSerman 
Palatines  settled  at  a  place  called  viest  Camp  en  the  Hudson  a  few  miles 
north  of  Sauperties  to  make  ships  stores.  Before  that  in  London,  they 
had  a  church  near  the  Drapers'  Hall  called  the  "Dutch  Church",  This  was 
bojabed  out  in  IdHl,  The  ship  stores  project  at  West  Carap  failed  and 
several  fanailies  went  inland  n  few  miles  and  settled  just  under  the  Catsklll 
Mountain  escarpnient  at  a  place  called  (and  still  called)  Katsbaan.   Here 
they  built  a  church,  still  standing  although  much  altered.  The  first  of 
these  rair rants  was  Johan  ?.'iclau?!  Trrmpbower  who  t^ot  XOU   -acra  junt   south 
of  the  church  (3K.2,  pp,  72,  73,  7U).  The  present  two  storey  stone  house 
on  this  land  probably  is  part  of  the  original  house  rebuilt,  ttack  on  Beaver 
Creek  is  the  old  Trumpour  r. rave-yard.  Just  north  of  this  land  Henry  Frelelgh 
rot  30  acres  (Bk,  1,  Part  C,  P,  131)  and  west  of  him  across  Beaver  Cratstk, 
Johannes  Ferel  (Feiro)  c^ot  a  tract.  Others  in  the  settlement,  were  Peter 
Overpach,  Andreas  Elich,  Conrad  Pii^htDeyer  and  Valentine  Feiro,  The  wills 
of  Johan  N,  Truiaour  and  Valentino  Feiro  are  in  the  Hurropates  Office,  Albany, 
Today  Harold  aramt  Trurspour  occupies  an  old  family  farsn  a  nile  or  two  north 
of  the  church  at  Asbury  (forr-erly  Trunpour's)  comer,  and  Sob  Freleigh  in   a 
teller  in  the  Saugerties  .'ational  Bank, 

The  grandson  of  Johan  U,  Trunnour,  Joh,  who  went  to 
Canada,  had  a  long-standing  battle  with  the  authorities  for  his  land  title 
and  eventually  lost.  This  is  how  It  happened. 


^SB^mmam 


Note  1,  Paga  11 

The  first  survey  of  the  section  y>efore  the  Palatines 
cane^  1&S7,  was  va^ue  about  the  line  between  Ulster  County  and  Albany  (now 
Green)  County,  It  was  to  po  V'fest  frc«i  Sawyer's  Creek  which  unfortunately, 
flows  north  and  aouth  for  several  miles.  If  the  line  ran  from  the  hend  of 
this  creek  the  Trumpour  land  was  in  Ulster  County;  if  it  ran  from  the  south, 
it  was  in  Albany  County,  Hence  the  Troespours  claiiried  their  land  was  in 
Albany  County,  but  Valentine  Feiro,  a  bit  more  pliant,  wajs  willing  to  take 
an  Ulster  County  deed  (Ulster  County  Trustee  Minutes,  Nov,  13,  1739), 

Apr,  29,  1751,  the  Trustees  ordered  Jan  Elting  to  run  a  line  west  frora  the 
bed  of  Sawyer's  Creek  (Ulster  County  Trustees  Minutes), 

Fifteen  years  later,  Mav  22,  1765,  a  second  line  west  from  the  nouth  of  Sawyer's 

Creek  was  run,  beinp  soine  four  rniles  south  of  the  other  (See  Cockburn's  Map, 

Ko,  123  Secretary  of  States  Office,  Albany),  Meanwhile  John  Trorapour  ^ot 

various  grants,  viz;  Jan,  22,  17H9  -  he  with  Feiro  pot  a  Golden  grant  (Ulster 

County  Deeds) 

Oct,  5,  1749  -  j?ot  deed  to  same  (Albany  Co,  Deeds  6-«*25) 

Sept,  17,  1761  -  with  Wynkeep  petition  for  2000  acres  (State  Land  Papers  Xn ,  96) 

Jan,  15,  1762  -  ordered  to  stop  John  Trumpour  et  al  (Ulster  Co,  Trustees  Minutes) 

April  12,  1766  -  Petitions  for  2000  acres  OState  Land  Papers,  LXXII,  153) 

Feb,  12,  1768  -  petitions  for  a  boundary  decision  (State  Land  Papers  XXVIII, 16) 

Eventually  he  lost  his  battle  and  his  land  which  apparently  sent  him  to 
Canada  in  the  end, 

Zion  Church  Pecords,  Loonenburr;,  Athens,  Greene  Co,, 
N,Y,,  May  2,  1729,  Hermanus  Beer,  son  of  Jacob  3eer,  deed,  H,  Maria  Mapdalena, 
daughter  of  Pieter  Wixheusers  of  West  Camp,  and  had  7  children,  the  younj?est 
being  Liesabeth,  3apt,  3/3/1757  at  Zion  Church,  She  married  Joannes  Trurapour 
and  with  hlra  went  to  Canada, 

Johann  .'ilclaus  Trumpour,  born  1676,  married  Magdalena 
Stierj  their  son,  Johannes  1719-1785,  married  Christina  Feiro j  their  son, 
Jonannes,  175k,  married  Elizabeth  Beer, 

The  Osboms  lived  50  miles  south  of  the  above  in  Orange 
County,  Anna  De  Baum  married  Edward  Parleman,  a  son  of  Catherine  Stelr 
(related  to  Ma^dalena  Steir  above?),  Anna  De3aun<  had  two  sisters,  Elizabeth 
and  Christina  who  married  John  and  Richard  Osbom,  respectively,  Richard 
Osbom,  I  believe,  was  the  father  of  the  J.^raes  Osborn  who  went  to  Canada 
and  was  your  j^reat  great  great  j?randfather. 

Such  is  the  barest  outline  of  my  researching. 

There  is  today  a  preat  emirration  fr<»n  Ireland  to 
Canada,  The  brother  of  one  of  iny  motlMsr-in-law's  workmen  has  just  gone, 

I  am  busy  making  a  study  of  the  human  Ecolo<^y  of  Ireland  « 
a  most  fascinating  subject. 


With  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 

Byrle  Osbom, 


Note  1,  Page  12 


*Early  Palatine  Emigration 


KMIITLE 


Fifth  Party  embarked  July  3-10,  1709.  Sailed  July  15,  1709, 
Included  in  party: 

F'rBlug,  Valentijn,  wife,  2  children 


**New  York  Subsistence  List,  1710-1712 

Tralich,  Stephen 
Fralich,  Valentin 


^Sintiiendlnier  List  1717 

Frolich,  Stephen,  wife  Anna  Elizabeth  and  two  children 
(BechBiansland,  West  Camp) 


Zlon  Luthern  Church,  Loonenburg,  Greene  County,  Mew  York 

Catherine  bom  *+  Dec,  bantized  5  Dec,  1737  at  Kisket,  Daughter 
of  Mannes  artd   Marprete  frolich. 


*Hackensack  and  Schraalenburph  Pecorda 
Married 


Oct,  28,  1801,  Peter  D.  Froeligh  and  Neeltic  Bopart 
May  26,  1791,  Nathaniel  Micall  and  Annaaxie  Froeligh 
May  16,  1796,  Peter  1),  »anta  and  Sarah  D.  Froelirh 

Rev,  Or,  Solomon  Froeliph  installed  Hackensack  New  Jersey  1786, 
died  1826,  wife  Pachel  Van  de  Beek, 

Annatie  born  Feb,  7,  baptized  Feo,  25,  177U, 
(omitted)   born  .Jov,  B,  baptized  Dec,  3,  17^6, 
Solofnon  born  May  16,  baptized  May  17,  1792, 
Kachel  P.ijerse  born  June  24,  baptized  July  19,  1795 
John  westervelt  born  May  27,  baptized  June  17,  1798 


*Paper«  in  Albany  ntate  Library,  New  York  State, 
*^Papter3  in  New  York  City  Public  Library, 


r  ^  ''^i^m^^i 


BOTSCHAFT    DERBUNDESREPUBLiK    DEUTSCHLAND 

AMBASSAOe 

DE  LA 

REPUBLIQUE  FED^RALE  D'ALLEMAGNE 

TELcfHONe  CENTRAL  .^^^O! 

OTTAWA, 
October   21 ,    I966 


EMBASSY 

OF  THE 

FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF  GERMANY 

1  WAVERLEY  STREET,  OTTAWA  4,  CANADA 

IV  3  -  88 


Mr,  Charles  E.  Praleigh 
Bloomfield,  Ontario 


1^ 


Dear  Mr.  Praleigh: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  interesting  letter  of 
October  17,  1966.  For  continuance  of  your  family  history 
may  I  suggest  that  you  contact  the  following  places: 

1 )  Landesarchiv 
Speyer  a.Rhein 

2)  Evangelisch  pfaelz.  Landeskirche 

Speyer  a.Rhein 

W 
I  hope  that  you  might  be  successful  in  finding  out 

about  your  ancestors. 


Very  truly  yours, 
(Kemmer) 


A  JO;.) 
OtiUX  '; 


STA/aTSaRCH^V  speyer 


Nr.     :";'4?/6^/l  33'^   Axiorikr 

Citta  in  dar  Antwort  Num/nor  und  B«tr««  anzugobon. 


Jl/eTXI  P&e^J^ 


OttSXI 


672  speyer,  0 en   7.     ■!.    1066 

Domplata  6,  Fernruf  2376 
Pottfach  838 


Mr, 

Cko.rlos    H.    Frc.lei;j;}i 

vilir.r^e    of    Jloo.^cxield 

'!g)Gcnif iled   -   Ontario 
Kanada 


-ietr.  :    Frnilienf  orschun--;    PrbMicli. 

Boz-g;" :    Inr    Schreiben   vo;a    5.    0:.i/oLer    19^"'. 


•Jbor    die   Ausv/anclorimp;    oincs   Ploinrich   Frolilicl.    {llendrick    Proelick) 
ist   bier    nichts    bei'^anrt,     so'i'lorn.   ntir   u"ber    die    eines   Valentin    Frol- 
licli    (Frohlicii)  ,    der   mit    seiner  Ehefrau  Apolionia  .Uapp   und    2   Kin- 
dern    schon    sieirdich    friih   "in   das   neue   Lr.ndt"    (Ajaerika)    abwanderte, 
vermiitlicli    schon    17o9/lo,    da    sich    die    Tauie    oines    seiner  Kinder 
(Johannes    vom   26.    .^'cbruar    1715)    i^i    den    von    Dr.    Braun   verdf f entlich- 
ten  Kcchertlialschon  Kirchenbiich    (Mi tteilnn^-en    zur  V/a,nderuni!^SJ.^•eschi eli- 
te   der   i-'falzer,    Soilage    zur  "Pf  d  Izisctien   ?anilion-   und   './apponkunde"  , 
195->    Folge    l)    lindct.    Valentin   Frbllich   war   der   Sohn    eines   Joiiann 
Henri  eh   Frollich    aus   Wannvreilcr    (Plalz)    ximi    der   Anna  Mar;>;f>retha 
(vf^l.    Dr.    Ilrebs    "Pfalzer  jlmerikeauswandorer   dos    18,    Jahrhunderts" 
"Familic   und   Volk"    5.    '^"'    1-95^>   lieft   4),    Das   ICochertlialsclio  Kirchen- 

bucii   nennt    auch   noch    eincn   Stcpii-^n    FroJilich,    der   mit    einer  Anna 
rilisalietlia   vcrlioiratet   v;ar.    (Toclitcr   Anna   Cathiirina   got,    I'l,    Dezem-  ■■ 
bor    171"). 


Vorrautlich  J';?,nn  ihnen  ilio  von  Dr.  Braun  gcleitote  Feiuatstelie  Pfalz, 
"i-.aiserslautern ,  L.'r""j;des"  ev/orbeansta;' t ,  Villenstr.  5,  noch  neior  Ano"aben 
uber    die    Fai.iilie    Frdjilic'i    in   .'Vrnerika   mschen,    dc    diose    Stollo    cine   uib- 

:ro3e   Ausv/undorerkfrtei    besitzt. 


lan'^reiche   Literatur   und    eine 


(!)r'.SchoidT^) 
Arcliivdiroictor 
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In  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  5  October 
1966,  relative  to  the  Frohlich  family  history  search, 
the  following  information  is  provided: 


About  the  immigration  of  Keinrich  Frohlich  (Hendrick 
?roelick),  there  is  no  record  in  this  Archive.   The 
only  record^  shows  that  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of 
Valentin  Frolich  (Frohlich)  vrith  his  wife  Apollonia 
Rapp  and  two  children,  very  early,  around  1709  or 
17io,  immigrated  to  "The  New  Land"  -  America.   A 
baptismal  record,  dated  26  February  1713,  of  one  of 
his  children,  named  Johannes,  can  be  found  in  the 
church  book  of  Kocherthal  (Mitteilungen  zur  Wand- 
ernn.:3S;:eschlchte  der  Ff^lzer,  ^•)ublished  by  Dr.  Braun 
and  an  addition  to  the  "Pfalzischen  Familien-  und 
Wappenkunde"  1952,  Folge  1).   Valentin  Frollich  vias 
the  son  of  Johann  Eenrich  Fr6llich  from  Kannweiler 
(Pfalz)  and  Anna  Margaretha.  (See,  Dr.  Krebs  "Pfalzer 
Amerilcaauswanderer  des  18  Jahrhunderts"   "Familie 
und  Volk"  5.  Jg.  1956  Heft  4).   The  church  book  of 
Kocherthal  also  shows  a  Stephan  Frohlich  and  his 
wife  Anna  Slisabetha.  (daughter  Anna  Catharina 
baptized  14  December  1712). 

Additional  inform.ation  about  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Frohlich  in  America  probably  could  be  obtained  from 
the  "Heimatstelle  Pfalz",  Ka^iserslautern,  Landes- 
gewerbesnstalt,  Villenstr.  5,  'wiiich  is  under  Dr. 
Braun's  supervision  and  has  extended  literature      i 
and  comprehensive  immigration  files. 


Dr.  Scheldt 
Archives  Director 
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on  th«  I/oyaliat  s«ttX«rs  and  the  reasons  for  th«ir 
iimigration  into  Canada, 
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THE  UNITED  E^IPIRE  LOYALISTS  ASSOCIATION  OF  CANADA   • 

BAY  OF  QUINTE  BRANCH,  ADOLPHUSTOia' ,  ONTARIO    ..  '  ... 

The  following  address  is  a  condensed  version  compiled  and  delivered  by  Ma j .  F.  R. 
Branscombe,  President  of  the  Toronto  Branch,  at  Napanee,  March  4th,  I960.  Too  little 
has  been  done  about  studying  the  fundamentals  of  our  beginnings  beyond  the  casual  and 
popular  history  books.  Maj.  Branscombe  has  endeavoured  through  research  to  bring  to  the 
fore  the  original  facts  and  interpret  some  of  the  influences  existing  during  that  era. 
August,  i960  -  E.  J.  Chard,  President 

Condensed  Version  of  Talk  Entitled  "Military  Considerations  in         .■ 
=■'       the  Outcome  of  the  Revolutionary  War"       -'■ 

I  trust  that  I  have  not  obtained  an  audience  here  this  evening  under  false  pretences, 
having  announced  a  subject  of  such  historical  significance.  Actually,  I  do  not  intend  to 
attempt  any  weighty  discussion  or  assessment  of  the  military  or  other  factors  in  the  out- 
come of  the  Revolutionary  War.  I#iat  I  would  like  to  do  would  be  to  tell  you  two  or  three 
stories.  These  stories  are  of  the  events  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War  and  admittedly 
I  have  selected  them  partly  to  illustrate  some  errors  which  the  British  made.  Therefore, 
rather  than  lecture  you  on  the  mistakes  of  the  British,  I  will  recount  these  stories  and 
let  elements  both  of  weakness  and  strength  become  obvious. 

Professor  Careless  in  a  recent  television  programme  "The  Inquiring  Mind"  stated  that 
in  any  historical  research  the  number  of  facts  are  so  great  as  to  make  progress  impossible 
unless  one  had  some  basis  of  selection. 


With  your  permission  I  would  like  to  choose  my  own  Regiment,  the  Queen's  Rangers, 
as  a  basis  by  which  to  select  some  of  the  facts  from  the  many  available  to  present  to  you. 
I  assume  that  you  will  remember  the  Queen's  Rangers  were  formed  originally  under  the 
title  "Rogers'*  Rangers"  in  the  Seven  Years  i-'ar  in  1756.   It  was  a  provincial  or  irregular 
Corps  and  it  was  employed  principally  in  scouting,  although  elements  of  the  Rangers  were 
present  in  the  Battles  of  Louisburg  and  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  and  the  Regiment,  as  an 
honour  for  services  in  the  War,  was  sent  to  take  the  surrender  of  the  French  forces  at 
Detroit  and  Michelmackinac.   The  period,  between  the  V/ars,  however  was  an  unprofitable 
one  for  Rogers.   He  experienced  what  might  be  called  the  unfruitful  years  of  peace. 
He  returned  to  N  orth  America  in  1775  just  a  few  weeks  after  the  skirmish  at  Lexington 
in  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  at  this  point  that  I  shall  begin  my  story. 

I  shall  make  use  of  Simcoe's  own  account  of  the  activities  of  the  Queen's  Rangers 
under  his  command  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War.   I  shall  quote  from  the  paper  read 
before  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada  by  the  late  Dr.  James  Hannay  and  I  shall  also  use 
material  from  the  work  of  the  late  Colonel  Ingles  entitled  "The  Queen's  Rangers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War" . 

Following  the  costly  and  futile  British  victory  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the 
British  evacuated  Boston,  and  transferred  Headquarters  to  New  York,  where  on  August  6th, 
1776,  Rogers  was  commissioned  by  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  raise  a  corps  of  Rangers  to 
be  called  Queen's  Rangers  after  his  old  corps  of  Seven  Years  War  fame. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  situation  in  the  summer  of  1776.   The  rebellion  had  started 
in  New  England,  and  it  was  there  that  it  was  most  supported  by  the  populace  and  had  been 
most  successful.   To  the  north  of  New  England  were  Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec,  two  colonies 
who  not  only  remained  aloof  from  the  Revolution  but  took  an  active  part  in  supporting 
the  Royalist  cause.   To  the  south  of  New  England  were  the  areas  of  chief  population  and 
political  importance.   Now  the  British  High  Command  formed  a  general  plan,  a  very  sensible 
one  in  the  situation;  that  of  separating  New  England  from  the  southern  colonies.   This 
could  be  done  by  holding  the  line  from  Quebec  to  New  Y  ork,  or  in  other  words  putting 
strong  forces  in  and  holding  the  Valley  of  the  Richelieu  and  the  Lake  Champlain  Country 
and  tie  Valley  of  the  H  udson.   This  would  enable  the  British  to  keep  the  forces  of  the 
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northern  and  southern  colonies  from  uniting,  thus  leaving  the  two  portions  of  the  colonies 
to  be  crushed  separately.  The  plan  was  based  on  the  assumption  such  a  line  through  the 
Richelieu-Hudson  Valley  could  be  anchored  at  either  end.  For  this  purpose  Quebec  was  ad- 
mirably suited  as  the  northern,  anchor  and  New  York  as  the  southern  end.  This  was  a  good 
plan  and  had  it  been  followed  resolutely,  would  certainly  have  given  the  British  victory.  '• 
Indeed,  the  British  success  might  have  been  achieved  even  without  the  trouble  of  executing 
that  plan  at  all  if  General  Howe  had  taken  full  advantage  of  his  opportunities  in  the 

«neral  area  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1776.   But  G  eneral  Howe, 
say  the  least,  was  a  cautious  man,  not  given  to  rash  advances.  Juat  as  his  loss  at 
Boston  had  been  directly  due  to  his  failure  to  take  adequate  precautions  both  before  and 
after  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  to  prevent  Washington  placing  heavy  guns  on  the  heights   \ 
by  which  he  could  menace  the  British  Fleet  i.i  Boston  Bay,  so  Howe's  chronic  failure  to 
press  on  resolutely  against  the  enemy  lost  him  the  opportunity  of  destroying  the  contin- 
ental army  and  probably  capturing  VJashington  himself  in  December  of  1776. 

General  Washington  and  the  Continental  Congress  began  frenzied  efforts  to  increase  the 
strength  of  their  position  following  the  establishment  in  July,  1776  by  General  Howe  of  a 
camp  on  Staten  Island.  It  became  apparent  during  the  month  of  August  that  the  British 
would  attack  on  Long  Island.  This  attack  was  made  on  the  27th  of  August  and  it  came  in 
overvrfielming  strength. 


General  Howe's  plan  of  attack  on  Long  I 
northward  through  Jamaica  Pass,  now  Atlantic 
Road,  now  East  Fulton  Street.  General  Howe' 
in  the  morning  and  attacked  the  American  po^. 
from  the  front.  By  eleven  o'clock  the  Ameri 
defeated  American  regiments  were  driven,  by 
of  fortifications  built  in  front  of  Brooklyn 
the  long  march  and  by  the  fighting  in  the  mo 
in  these  fortifications  immediately  but  Gene 


sland  was  to  make  a  circuitous  march  east  ,and 

and  Vesta  Avenues,  and  thence  along  Jamaica 
s  troops  arrived  in  position  by  nine  o'clock 
ition  from  the  rear  while  the  Hessians  attacked 
can  position  was  becoming  untenable.  The 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  behind  a  series 

Although  the  British  troops  were  tired  by 
rning,  they  were  anxious  to  attack  the  enemy 
ral  Howe  decided  upon  siege  operations  instead. 


The  next  morning  the  Airiericans  withdrew  from  Long  Island  to  Manhattan,  where  they 
attempted  to  form  a  line  across  that  Island.   The  Americans  assigned  to  guaro  the  shore  at 
the  point  of  landing  and  those  on  Murray's  Hill  withdrew  so  rapidly  that  it  became  a  rout 
and  by  evening  of  that  day  the  British  had  driven  north  and  west  of  Harlem.  The  British 
line  was  "across  Manhattan  Island  from  Bloomingdale ,  now  97th  Street  and  Broadway,  through 
McGowan's  Pass,  now  Central  Park,  to  Horn's  Hook,  now  86th  Street  and  East  River.  General 
Howe  decided  to  advance  northward  and  the  Battle  of  H  arlem  Heights  followed.  This  battle 
was  of  little  importance  except  for  the  apparent  effect  on  General  Howe.   It  was  perhaps  the 
cause  for  his  halting  to  fortify  the  lines  about  New  York  during  the  next  four  weeks. 
During  that  time  the  Americans  also  built  fortifications  on  the  Heights  north  of  Harlem. 
On  the  12th  of  October,  General  Howe  decided  to  attack  this  position.  He  embarked  his 
army  and  moved  up  the  Harlem  River  intending  to  land  at  Thorg's  Neck.  He  decided  however 
that  a  landing  was  too  dangerous  here  and  he  moved  his  troops  across  Chester  Bay  and  landed 
on  Pell's  Point.   From  this  position  the  British  threatened  Washington's  rear  and  forced 
him  to  extend  his  forces  along  the  hills  behind  the  Bronx  to  such  an  extend  that  the 

American  position  could  not  be  held.  Washington  therefore  on  the  21st  of  October  withdrew 
to  White  Plains  and  concentrated  his  whole  force  there,  except  for  the  garrisons  of  Fort 
Washington  and  Fort  LeV  on  the  Hudson. 

Washington's  position  in  front  of  I'Tiite  Plains  was  one  of  considerable  natural  strengtl^ 
but  he  made  it  stronger  still  by  two  lines  of  entrenchments  dug  on  the  slope..  The  key  to 
Washington's  position  however,  was  another  hill  on  his  flank  known  as  Chatterton's  Hill. 
Washington  concentrated  about  fifteen  percent  of  his  troops  on  Chatterton's  Hill  and  General 
Howe  admitted  the  importance  of  this  position  by  delaying  his  attack  on,  Washington' s  main 
position  until  Chatterton's  Hill  fell  into  British  hands.    .  .    .   : 


General  Leslie  with  a  force  of  Hessians  succeeded  in  taking  Chatterton's  Hill  after 
a  battle  of  the  most  fierce  fighting.   Even  though  he  had  obtained  this  key  position 
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Chatterton's  Hill,  General  H  owe  did  not  attack  Washington's  main  position  immediately. 
He  waited  two  days  for  reinforcements  and  then  for  no  apparent  reason  delayed  another  day. 
On  the  fourth  day  a  violent  storm  delayed  the  attack,  and  under  cover  of  this  storm, 
Washington  withdrew  from  the  heights  behind  White  Plains.  Howe  did  not  follow  him  im- 
mediately. By  N  ovember'the  5th,  the  American  forces  liad  been  separated  into  three 
positions,  one  west  of  the  Hudson  at  Fort  Lee  in  New  Jersey,  the  second  on  Manhattan 
Island  at  Fort  Washington  and  the  third  at  North  Castle. 

■General  Howe  first  attacked  Fort  Washington  and  on  the  morning  of  the  l6th  of  November, 
he  made  a  three-pronged  attack  on  that  Fort.   By  afternoon  the  outer  defences  had  been 
driven  into  the  Fort  in  disorder  and  shortly  afterwards  the  garrison  surrendered  to  the 
British.  •  ■   •  '      ■   '    -    '■/■ 


General  Howe  next  turned  his  attention  to  Fort  Lee  in  New  Jersey,  His  plan  was  to 
send  a  force  of  twelve  battalions  under  Lord  Cornwallis  up  the  Hudson  to  Yonkers.  Here  it 
crossed  the  river  and  marched  downstream  again  to  Fort  Lee.  The  American  Commander, 
General  Green,  did  not  wait  to  protect  the  defences  at  Fort  Lee  but  withdrew  to  Hackensac. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  Washington  and  a  brief  stand  was  made  behind  the  Passaic  River.  The 
enemy  was  decisively  defeated  in  this  battle  losing  something  over  three  thousand  men  and 
most  of  his  arms  and  ammunition.  As  Colonel  Ingles  observed  "Had  Howe  energetically  pushed 
his  success,  pursued  and  fought  Washington  wherever  he  met  him,  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy's  field  army  would  have  been  sure;  but  instead  he  halted,  Cornwallis  first  at  New 
Brionswick  from  1st  to  7th  of  December  and  then  on  the  8th  at  Trenton,  where  he  was  ordered 
to  go  into  winter  quarters  and  cease  active  operations.  General  Howe's  great  opportunity 
had  come,  and  gone,  never,  as  future  events  proved,  to  return." 

During  the  '/^/hole  of  this  operation,  the  Queen's  Rangers  were  part  of  Howe's  force, 
but,  being  inexperienced  and  new,  they  were  not  used,  except  as  holding  troops  to  the  rear 
of  the  fighting.  Under  Col.  Rogers'  command  they  were  not  a  well  disciplined  unit,  perhaps 
because  at  this  stage  of  his  previously  orillian  career,  he  was  not  a  well  disciplined 
man  himself.   The  one  brief  skirmish  which  the  Rangers  had  with  the  enemy  at  this  time 
left  much  to  be  desired.   The  story  of  this  campaign,  however,  has  been  given  in  detail 
because  it  has  tv;o  interests  to  us  this  evening:  first,  the  very  absence  of  reference  to 
the  Rangers  forms  a  marked  contrast  to  the  fame  assiimed  by  them  the  following  year  and 
m.aintained  to  the  end  of  the  War;  secondly,  the  battles  on  Long  Island,  Manhatten  Island 
and  across  the  H  'idson  in  New  Jersey,  form  a  pattern,  a  monotonous  and  deadly  pattern  of 
procrastination,  of  failure  to  seize  opportunity  by  which  Howe  threw  away  the  frui':s  of 
the  victoriec  won  by  the  valour  and  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  men  whom  he  commanded. 

The  followin'^  yer.r  r-.:.-!   Burpoyne's  attempt  to  penetrate  southward  from  Quebec  and  saw 
this  attempt  fail,  principally  because  he  and  Howe  failed  to  co-ordinate  their  plans. 
Actually  this  was  not  the  fault  of  either  as  the  instructions  to  Howe  telling  him  of 
Burgoyne's  plan  and  instructing  him  to  cooperate,  never  reached  him.   They  were  found  years 
afterward  in  a  pigeon-hole  in  the  War  Office.  Meanwhile  Burgoyne  was  forced  to  surrender 
his  5000  Regulars  at  Saratoga  in  October  of  1777.   This  same  year  saw  a  noteable  British 
victory  at  the  Battle  of  Brandywine,  not  so  noteable  unfortunately  as  it  would  have  been, 
had  it  been  properly  exploited.   Again  Howe  failed  to  capitalize  on  a  success  in  battle 
that  might  easily  have  givc^n  BriMn  victory  in  the  v;ar.   Not  realizing  that  Burgoyne  was 
counting  on  a  junct:  m  with  him.,  near  Albany,  Hov/e  turned  toward  Philadelphia,  the  seat 
of  the  rebel  government.   In  this  campaign,  as  Dr.  Hanney  p  ointed  out',  the  Queen's 
Rangers  come  into  their  own,  and  established  a  self-confidence  and  a  tradition  that  even- 
tually led  to  their  being  recognized  as  the  equal  of  any  unit  on  either  side  ±x   tha\.  war. 

General  Howe,  having  moved  his  force  by  sea  from  New  York,  landed  at  the  head  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  comirienced  a  victorious  march  to  Philadelphia".   Between  Howe  and  -Phila- 
delphia lay  the  bulk  of  the  American  army  along  the  Brandywine  River,  and  it  was  here  that 
the  Battle  of  Brandywine  was  fought  on  the  11th  of  September,  1777.  Dr.  Hanney  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  battle:   "The  Queen's  Rangers  formed  part  of  General  Howe's 
army  on  that  memorable  day;  and  covered  themselves  with  glory.   They  were  then  under  the 
comm.and  of  Major  Weyr-as  and  were  with  the  right  v/ing  of  the  army,  which  was  sommanded 
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.by  Knyphausen.   The  Brandywine  is  a  small  river  which  flows  into  the  Delaware  from  the 

north,  entering  the  latter  near  Willmington.   It  is  fordable  in  several  places,  yet  it 
seemed  to  offer  such  advantages  for  defence  that  Vfashington  took  up  a  position  behind  it 
with  a  view  to  check  the  British  in  their  advance  on  Philadelphia.  Washington,  who  had 

been  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Brandywine,  crossed  to  the  east  bank  by  Chad's  Ford  be- 
fore daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  September,  and  established  his  headquarters  at  a 
house  about  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  Brandywine.   The  British,  the  same  evening, 
^^oved  forward  in  two  col'omns,  Knyphausen  with  the  left  and  Cornwallis  with  the  right. 
^^)n  the  morning  of  the  10th  they  united  at  Kennet  Square,  a  small  village  about  seven 
miles  west  of  the  Brandywine.   That  evening  they  advanced  two  miles  farther  or  to  within 
a  mile  of  Welsh's  tavern,  and  about  five  miles  v;est  from  Chad's  Ford.  ,    •  ^ 


"On  the  morning  of  the  11th  September,  the  day  of  the  battle  on  the  Brandyv^rine ,  the 
main  body  of  the  American  army  was  posted  on  the  heights,  east  of  Chad's  Ford  and  com- 
manding the  passage  of  the  river.   The  brigades  of  Muhlenberg  and  Weeden,  which  composBd 
General  G  reen's  division  and  Proctor's  artillery  were  posted  upon  the  brow  of  an  eminence 
near  Chad's  house,  immediately  above  the  ford;  and  the  brigades  of  Sullivan,  Sterling  and 
Stephen,  which  formed  the  right  wing,  extended  more  than  two  milt,-s  up  river  from  Chad's 
Ford.   At  Fyies'  Ford,  two  miles  below.  General  Armstrong  was  posted  with  one  thousand 
Pennsylvania  Mlitia;  and  General  Maxwell  with  more  than  one  thousand  light  troops  took 
post  on  the  heights  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  about  a  mile  from  Chad's  Ford  to  check 
the  advance  of  the  British  towards  that  crossing  place. 

"General  Howe's  plan  of  attack  was  similar  to  that  adopted  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  and  involved  a  circuitous  march  for  the  purpose  of  getting  on  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear.   At  daybreak  the  column  of  Cornv/allis,  which  was  composed  of  two  battalions    ■'. 
of  Grenadiers,  two  of  light  infantry,  the  Hessian  grenadiers,  part  of  the  seventy-fii'st 
regiment,  and  two  British  brigades,  in  all  about  10,000  men,  moved  northward  along  the 
Lancaster  road  which  runs  for  several  miles  parallel  to  the  Brandywine,  but  distant  from 
it  some  three  miles.   A  dense  fog  shrouded  the  landscape  and  the  movement  of  Cornwallis 
was  not  perceived  by  the  Americans,  until  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  some  American  light  horse  under  Colonel  Bland,  discovered  a  part  of  Cornwallis 's 
division  marching  towards  the  wcst  branch  of  the  river  at  Trimble's  Ford,  about  seven 
miles  above  Chad's  Ford,  ^^fhere  the  bulk  of  the  American  army  was  .   This  news  did  not 
reach  ^"'ashington  until  nearly  noon,  by  which  time  Cornwallis  had  made  a  circuitous  march 
of  seventeen  miles,  crossing  the  west  branch  of  the  Brandywine  at  Trimble's  Ford  and  the 
east  branch  at  Jeffries'  Ford,  and  was  within  two  miles  of  the  right  flank  of  the 
American  army,  where  General  Sullivan  was  resting  at  his  ease  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  Cornwallis  had  moved  at  all. 


"At  nine  o'clock  \-ihen   Cornwallis  had  been  several  hours  on  the  march,  Knyphausen 
moved  forward  towards  Chad's  Ford  with  his  division  which  consisted  of  Hessians  and  the 
Queen's  Rangers,  in  all  about  4000  men.  His  orders  were  to  amuse  the  Americans  with 
feigned  efforts  to  make  passage  at  Chad's  Ford  until  the  cannon  of  Cornwallis  announced 
that  he  had  got  in  the  rear  of  Washington's  army.  Maxwell  with  his  light  troops  vainly 
attempted  to  oppose  nis  advance.   He  occupied  a  wooded  height  near  the  river,  and  a 
furious  contest  ensued  before  he  was  dislodged.   The  worst  of  the  fighting  fell  upon  the 
Queen's  Rangers,  then  about  /+00  strong,  and  a  detachment  of  riflemen  under  Major  Ferguson 
^of  the  71st  Regiment.   Maxwell  and  his  light  infantry  were  driven  across  the  river  and 
Knyphausen,  from  the  heights  on  its  western  bank,  commenced  a  cannonade  of  the  American 
position.   About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Cornwallis,  who  had  got  to  the  rear  of  the 
American  army  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  it,  and  soon  afterwards  Knyphausen  began  to 
force  a  passage  across  the  Brandy^i/ine  at  Chad's  Ford  where  he  was  opposed  by  the  American 
troops  under  General  Wayne.   The  attempt  to  stop  the  victorious  British  was  futile,  Wayne 
was  defeated  and  his  guns  captured  and  at  the  same  time  Cornwallis  broke  the  American 
right  and  their  whole  army  was  soon  flying  in  every  direction.   The  Americans  retreated 
to  Chester  in  the  utmost  disorder  and  if  General  Howe  had  been  prompt  in  pursuit, 
Washington's  army  v.^ould  have  ceased  to  exist  as  a  military  body." 
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Of  the  twenty-one  commissioned  officers  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Brandywine,  IZ^.  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  This  represented  about  one- fifth  of  the 
total  British  losses  of  70  .  killed,  488  wounded,  and  6  missing.  The  valour  of  the  Rangers 
was  well  proved  in  the  Battle  of  Brandywine.  It  would  appear  from  the  following  notice 
which  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  ledger  of  December  3rd,  1777,  that  the  contribution 
of  the  Queen's  Rangers  to  the  British  cause,  in  the  Battle  of  Brandywine,  was  recognized 
..even  at  that  time: 

"No  regiment  in  the  army  has  gained  more  honor  in  this  campaign  than  the  Queen's 
Rangers;  they  have  been  engaged  in  ever;y  principal  service  and  behaved  nobly;  indeed, 
most  of  the  officers  have  been  wounded  since  we  took  the  field  in  Pennsylvania.  Geaeral 
Knyphaus.en,  after  the  action  of  the  11th  September,  at  Brandywine,  despatched  an.  aide- 
de-camp  to  General  Howe  with  an  account  of  it.  What  he  said  concerning  it  was  short  but 
to  the  purpose.   'Tell  the  General,'  say;5  he,  'I  must  be  silent  as  to  the  behaviour  of  the 
Rangers,  for  I  want  even  words  to  express  my  own  astonishment  to  give  him  an  idea  of  it.' 
The  following  appeared"  in  oeders:  'The  Commander  in  Chief  desires  to  convey  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  his  approbation  and  acknowledgement  for  their  spirited  and 
gallant  behaviour  in  the  engagement  of  the  11th  inst.,  and  to  assure  them  how  well  he  is 
satisfied  with  their  distinguished  conduct  on  that  day.  His  excellency  only  regrets 
their  having  suffered  so  much  in  the  gallant  execution  of  their  duty.'" 

The  colonial  losses  were  much  heavier  in  the  Battle  of  Brandywine:  300  killed,  600 
wounded  and  400  taken  prisoners.  The  Battle  of  Brandywine  wo-uld  have  been  the  decisive 
battle  of  the  war,  had  the  British  success  in  it  been  followed  up  as  it  should  have  been. 
Here  again  we  see  illustrated  the  cardinal  British  error  of  this  campaign,  namely  General 
Howe  did  not  exploit  his  successes  in  battle.  He  failed  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  prin  - 
cipal  function  of  a  Commander  is  to  destroy  the  enemy's  forces  wherever  they  may  bo  found. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  that  one  Captain  (acting  Major)  John 
Graves  Simcoe  came  to  Queen's  Rangers  as  Commanding  Officer.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
his  observations  on  the  state  of  morale  in  the  Regiment  following  that  action: 

"If  the  loss  of  a  great  number  of  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  had  been  severely 
felt,  the  impression  which  that  action  had  left  upon  their  minds  was  of  the  highest 
advantage  to  the  regLment.   Officers  and  soldiers  became  known  to  each  other;  they  had 
been  engaged  in  a  more  serious  manner  and  v/ith  greater  disadvantages  than  they  were 
likely  again  to  meet  with  in  the  common  chance  of  war;  and  having  extricated  themselves 
most -gallantly  from  such  a  situation  they  felt  themselves  invincible.  This  spirit 
vibrated  among  them  at  the  time  Major  Simcoe  joined  them,  and  it  was  obvious  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  cherish  and  preserve  it.   Sir  Villiam  Howe,  in  consequence  of 
their  behaviour  at  Brandywine,  had  promised  that  all  promotions  should  go  in  the  regi- 
ment, and  accordingly  they  now  took  place." 

It  was  Simcoe' s  duty  to  train  recruits  who  had  come  as  replacements  for  casualties 
at  Brandywine.  He  has  left-  a  record  on  his  views  on  training  and.  they  are  most 
interesting:  :   .. 


"A  light  corps  augmented  as  that  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  was  employed  on  the  duties 
of  an  outpost,  had  no  opportunity  of  being  instructed  in  the  general  discipline  of  the 
army,  nor  indeed  was  it  very  necessary;  the  most  important  duties,  those  of  vigilence, 
activity  and  patience  of  fatigue,  were  best  learned  in  the  field;  a  few  motions  of  the 
manual  exercises  were  thought  sufficient;  they  were  caref\illy  instructed  in  those  of 
firing,  but  above  all  attention  was  paid  to  inculcate  the  use  of  the  bayonet  and  a  total 
reliance  on  that  weapon.  The  division's  being  fully  officered  and  weak  in  numbers  was 
of  the  greatest  utility,  and  in  many  situations  was  the  preservation  of  the  corps.  Two 
files  in  the  centre  and  two  on  each  flank  were  directed  to  be  composed  of  trained  soldiers, 
without  regard  to  their  size  or  appearance.  It  was  explained  that  no  rotation,  except 
in  ordinary  duties,  should  take  place  among  light  troops,  but  that  those  officers  would 
be  selected  for  any  service,  who  appeared  to  be  most  capable  of  executing  it.   It  was 
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also  enforced  by  example,  that  no  service  wa.?  to  be  measured  by  the  numbers  employed  upon 
it,  but  by  its  own  importance,  and  that  five  men,  in  critical  situations  or  employment; 
was  a  more  honorable  command  than  one  hundred  on  common  duties.  Sergeants'  guards  were 
in  a  manner  abolished,  a  circumstance  to  which  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attributed 
that  no  sentinel  or  guard  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  was  ever  surprised;  the  vigilance  of 
a  gentleman  and  an  officer  being  transcendantly  superior  to  that  of  any  non-commissioned 
officer  whatsoever." 

During  the  remainder  of  1777 j  and  in  the  years  1778  and  1779?  the  Rangers  were 
gradually  built  up  by  Simcoe  to  be  a  hard-hitting  fast  moving  body  of  troops.  The  regi- 
ment was  employed  in  reconnaisance  and  in  raids,  and  actually  became  a  miniature  array 
by  itself,  for  besides  having  companies  of  infantry'-,  including  a  Highland  company,  it  had 
its  own  light  and  heavy  cavalry  even  its  own-  field  guns.  On  hay  2nd,  1779?  the  Queen's 
Rangers  was,  by  general  orders,  styled  and  numbered  the  1st  American  Regiment,  and  its 
officers  :\rere  to  have  their  ranks  made  permanent  in  America  and  were  to  receive  half-pay 
when  the.  regiment  vj-as  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the  War.  I  might  say  in  passing  that  the 
R  egLment  still  proudly  carries  the  title,  "The  1st  American  Regiment".  Two  examples  can 
be  selected  here  to  give  some  idea  of •  the  type  of  service  in  which  the  Queen's  Rangers 
and  other  British  regiments  in  this- phase  of  the  war  were  employed.  The  first  incident 
has  been  chosen  because  I  think  it  v/ill  be  of  special  interest  to  descendants  of  Loyalists:; 

Simcoe  was  advised  at  midnight  on  the  5th  of  August,  1779?  that  a  large  number  of 
Loyalists  at  Vfest  Chester  had  been  surprised  by  a  party  of-  American  dragoons  and  made   , '  " 
prisoner.  He  immediately  gave  chase  with  the  Queen's  Rangers'  Calvary,  leaving  orders 
that  other  cavalry  were  to  follow.   The  Rangers  pursued  the  Americans  so  quickly  that 
most  of  the  Loyalists  whom  they  had  taken  prisoner  escaped.   The  enem;^*"  was  pursuied  to 
Byram's  Bridge,  where  the  remainder  of  the  captured  Loyalists  made  their  escape.  Permit  ' 
me  to  observe  in  passing,  that  the  Queen's  Rangers  colours,  replicas  of  which  were  de- 
posited in  the  Memorial  Church  at  Adolphustown  last  October  in  the  presence  of  many  of 
you,  were  banners  of  hope  and  safety  to  many   United  Empire  Loyalists  in  the  vicissitudes 
of  that  unhappy  war. 

The  second  incident  as  given  here  is  .generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
exploits  of  the  v:ar  by  any  unit  on  either  side.  The  Rangers  had  been  moved  in  October, 
1779 J  from  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  where  the  previous  incident  took  place,  to  Rich- 
mond on  Staten  Island.   Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe  had  received  information  that  50  flat 
boats  on  carriages  capable  of  holding  100  men  each,  were  assembled  at  Van  Victor's  Bridge 
over  the  Raritan  River  in  New  Jersey.   Simcoe  suggested  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  that 
he  be  allowed  to  burn  them;  this  suggestion  was  approved.  The  Queen's  Rangers,  both 
cavalry  and  infantry,  were  rssi-^ned  the  task  and  the  raid  was  scheduled  for  October  the 
25th.   Simcoe  with  the  cavalry  were  ferried  from  Staten  Island  to  Elizabethtown  Point. 
The  infantry  under  Major  Armstrong,  re-embarked  as  soon  as  the  cavalry  had  left,  and 
were  ferried  to  South  Amboy.  They  proceeded  to  South  River  Bridge,  where  they  were  to 
lie  in  ambush  and  provide  a  party  to  secure  the  cavalry's  re-embarking  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  their  mAs-^ion.  Meanwhile  Simcoe  with  his  party  of  cavalry  succeeded  in  reaching 
Van  Victoi''s  Bridge  where  they  destroyed  the  boats  and  captured  a  number  of  prisoners. 
On  their  v. ay  back  they  burnt  Somerset  court  house  and  liberated  a  number  of  Loyalist 
prisoners  held  ther:, .   Simcoe' s  horse  was  killed  in  a  rush  past  an  American  ambush  and  the 
fall  to  the  grourd  so  severel3'-  stunned  Simcoe  that  he  was  made  prisoner.  The  remainder 
of  the  raiding  party,  except  for  3  mtm  made  prisoner  at  the  same  time  as  Simcoe,  reached 
the  South  River  and  joined  Major  Armstrong.   In  this  operation,  the  cavalry  marched  over 
eighty  miles  and  the  infantry  about  thirty.  '  .  ■   • ■  ^ 

It  is  particularly  inter^^sting  to  follow  the  account  of  this  same  incident  given 
by  Colonel  Lee,  the  American  cavalry  officer.  .     :   ■        ;  ■   , 

"This  officer",  ;vrites  Lee  referring  to  Simcoe,  "coirananded  a  legionary  corps  called 
the  Queen's  Rangers  and  had  during  the  v/ar  signalized  himself  on  various  occasions.  He 
was  a  man  of  letters  and,  like  the  Romans  and  Grecians,  cultivated  science  amid  the  tur- 

'"   .-.,.-,-,•  .^-; ,- ,-  ^^^■^,.+  ^,   ^.^^   ^^^^j,^,^^^,^^^^.  v;eighing  well  his  project 
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before  entered  upon,  and  promptly  seizing  every  advantage  which  offered  in  the  course  of 
execution.  Geo.  Washington,  expecting  a  French  fleet  on  our  coast  in  1779-80,  and  desirous 
of  being  thoroughly  prepared  for  moving  u])  on  New  York  in  case  the  combined  force  should 
warrant  it,  had  made  ready  a  number  of  boats  which  were  placed  at  Middlebrook,  a  small 
village  up  the  Raritan  River,  above  Brunswick.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  informed  of  this 
preparation,  determined  to  destroy  the  boats.  The  enterprise  was  committed  to  Lieut-Col. 
Simcoe.  He  crossed  from  New  York  to  Elizabethtown  Point  with  his  cavalry,  and  setting 
out  after  night,  he  reached  Middlebrook  undiscovered  and  unexpected.  Having  executed 
his  object  he  returned  by  a  circuitous  roite.   Instead  of  turning  towards  Perth  Amboy, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  probably  course,  keeping  the  Raritan  on  his  rights 
he  passed  that  river,  taking  the  direction  towards  Monmouth  Country  leaving  Brunswick 
some  miles  to  his  left.  Here  was  stationed  a  body  of  militia  who,  being  ap  p  rised  (it 
being  now  day)  of  the  enemy's  proximity,  made  a  daring  effort  to  stop  him  but  failed  in 
the  attempt.  Simcoe,  bring  up  the  rear,  had  his  horse  killed,  by  which  accident  he  was 
made  prisoner.  The  cavalry,  deprived  of  their  leader,  continued  to  press  forward  under 
the  second-in-command,  still  holding  the  route  to  English  Town.  A  soon  as  the  militia 
at  Brunswick  moved  upon  the  enemy,  an  express  was  despatched  to  Lieut-Col.  Lee,  then 
posted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  English  Town,  waiting  for  the  expected  arrival  of  the    ■. 
French  fleet,-  advising  him  of  this  extra-ordinary  adventure.  .    , 


"The  Legion  Cavalry  instantly  advanced  towards  the  British  horse,  but  notwithstanding 
that  the  utmost  diligence  was  used  to  gain  the  road  leading  to  South  Amboy  (which  how  was 
plainly  the  object)  before  the  enemy  could  reach  it,  the  American  cavalry  did  not  affect 
it.  Nevertheless  the  pursuit  was  continued,  and  the  Legion  H  rse  came  up  with  the  rear 
soon  after  a  body  of  infantry  sent  over  to  South  Amboy  from  Staten  Island  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  meet  Simcoe,  had  joined  and  gave  safety  to  the  harassed  and  successful  foe. 


"This  enterprise  was  considered  by  both  armies  among  the  handsomest  exploits  of  the 
war.   Simcoe  executed  completely  his  object,  then  deemed  very  important,  and  traversed  the 
countiy  from  Elizabethtown  Point  to  South  Amboy  -  55  miles  -  in  the  course  of  the  nigjit 
and  morning;  passing  through  a  most  hostile  region  of  armed  citizens;  necessarily  skirting 
Brunswick,  a  military  station,  proceeding  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  miles  from  the 
Legion  of  Lee,  his  last  point  of  danger,  which  became  increased  by  the  debilitated  con-  ■ 
dition  to  which  his  troops  were  reduced  by  previous  fatigue.  What  is  very  extraordinary, 
Lieut-Col.  Simcoe  being  obliged  to  feed  once  in  the  course  of  the  night,  stopped  at  a 
depot  of  forage  collected  for  the  continental  army,  assumed  the  character  of  Lee's  cavalry, 
waked  up  the  commissary  about  midnight,  drew  the  customary  allowance  of  forage  and  gave 
the  usual  vouchers,  signing  the  name  of  the  Legion  quartermaster,  without  being  discovered 
by  the  American  Forage  Commissary  or  his  assistants.   The  dress  of  both  corps  was  the  same, 
green  coatees  and  leather  breeches;  yet  the  success  of  the  stratagem  is  astonishing," 

Queen's  Rangers  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Richmond  following  this  incident.   Lieut- 
Col.  Simcoe  was  included  in  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  and  thereby  was  enabled  to 
return  to  his  regiment  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1779. 


Time  does  not  permit  my  continuing  the  narrative  through  the  years  from  1780  and  Bl. 
It  accompanied  the  main  British  force  on  the  southern  campaign  into  Virginia,  playing  the 
same  role  as  we  have  observed  in  the  two  incidents  previously  described.   Its  success  at 
scouting  and  lightning  fast  raids  became  a  legend.  One  event  in  this  period  must  be 
mentioned:  in  June,  1781,  the  Rangers  met  an  enemy  force  under  Lafayefete  which  numbered 
over  1200  men  (more  than  three  times  the  strength  of  the  Rangers).   This  engagement, 
known  as  the  Battle  of  Spencer's  Ordinary,  was  a  signal  victory  for  the  Rangers  as  the 
numerically  superior  force  was  put  into  utter  rout.   Simcoe  always  maintained  that  this 
was  the  most  praiseworthy  action  in  which  the  Queen's  Rangers  were  ever  engaged.   In 
Simcoe' s  own  words  this  battle  was  considered  by  him  "as  the  climax  of  a  campaign  of  five 
years,  as  the  result  of  true  discipline  acquired  in  that  space  by  unremitted  diligence, 
goil  and  danger,  as  an  honorable  victory." 


That  the  veterans  of  the  Battles  of  Brandywine  and  Spencer's  Ordinary,  that  the 
horsemen  who  had  so  often  outwitted,  outrode  and  outfought  the  continental  army's 
best,  should  come  at  last  to  the  ignominy  of  unconditional  surrender  on  October  10th, 
1781,  at  Yorktown,  is  one  of  the  great  ironies  of  this  tragic  epic.  The  blame  for 
it  does  not  rest  with  rank  and  file  soldiers  fighting  for  King  George,  whether  they 
were  B  ritish  regulars,  German  Mercenaries  or  Loyalist  volunteers.  Their  valour  and 
endurance  was  the  equal  of  that  of  the  Continentals  and  their  skill  was  often  much 
greater.  Only  in  their  General  Officers  Commanding  were  they  found  wanting: 
Cornwallis  and  Howe  were  not  evil,  just  inadequate. 


This  assessment  of  British  arms  in  the  American  Revolution  is  interestingly 
illustrated  by  a  symbolism  at  the  surrender  at  Yorktown.   Since  the  Queen's  Rangers 
was  composed  principally  of  Loyalists,  who  ;vould  be  the  object  of  special  persecution 
on  the  part  of  the  victorious  rebels,  Simcoe  requested  permission  to  fight  his  way  out 
of  the  trap.  Lord  Cornwallis  refused  to  listen  to  the  suggestion,  maintaining  that  the 
Rangers  must  take  their  chances  in  surrender  in  common  with  other  units.   Simcoe  then 
asked  permission  to  destroy  the  Rangers'  colours  rather  than  surrender  them.   This,  too, 
was  refused.   No  imagination,  nofeeling,  no  dash  was  left  in  Cornwallis.  Yet  the 
following  morning  when  the  time  came  for  the  Rangers  to  surrender  their  colours,  they 
could  not  be  found.  Mysteriously  they  had  disappeared  and  mysteriously  they  appeared 
after  the  war,  in  Simcoe's  home  in  Devonshire.   Someone  in  the  Rangers  still  had 
remaining  enough  spirit  to  defy  both  victorious  Yankees  and  his  own  defeated  and 
dejected  Commander-in-Chief.   Someone  had  enough  imagination  to  devise  a  way  of 
smuggling  the  colours  out.   Someone,  even  at  Yorktown,  had  that  spirit  which  the 
United  Empire  Loyalists  possessed  when  they  turned  their  backs  on  the  land  that  was 
"home"  and  with  strong  morale  and  with  imagination  and  with  courage,  migrated  at  the 
dictates  of  theircooscience  and  loyalty  -  a  loyalty  which  is  well  expressed  in 
battles  such  as  those  of  the  Queen's  Rangers. 
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1.  Main  Duck  Islands 

These  islands  are  of  interest  to  our  branch  of  the 
fosily  because  of  the  time  we  spent  there  in  1923-192'4. 

The  islands  are  located  about  16  miles  out  in  Lake  Ontario 
off  L<M»R  Point  or  Point  Traverse  in  Prince  Edward  County,  They  are  about 
22  miles  from  Cape  Vincent,  H»Y,,  and  about  the  same  to  the  "Rock"  or 
Cressy  in  Prince  Edward,  The  "Rock"  was  wnere  we  came  to  after  leaving 
the  Ducks,  The  Islands  consist  of  Yorkshire,  a  small  bit  of  land  at  the 
foot  of  the  Duck  or  Main  Island,  At  the  time,  we  were  ther^,  they  were 
completely  isolated.  There  was  no  radio  or  other  means  of  communication 
with  Cape  Vincent,  At  that  time  they  were  leased  for  99  years  by  a  man  from 
Picton  named  Claud  Cole,  He  had  a  son  Cecil  and  I  think  another  called 
Wilmot,   All  are  now  dead, 

Mr,  John  Foster  Dulles,  the  U,S,  Secretary  of  State 
owned  theia  up  until  his  death  about  1961  and  in  his  will  turned  them  back 
over  to  the  Canadian  Government,  I  had  a  lot  of  correspondence  with  him 
about  their  history  in  which  he  was  very  interested.  His  apent,  Mr,  Robert 
F,  Hart,  Jr.  of  Chaamont,  N,y,,  was  also  very  keen  on  the  early  history  of 
the  Ducks, 

It  always  seeroed  strange  to  me  that  the  light  on  the 
Ducks  was  not  established  until  191U,  It  probably  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  early  days  the  course  up  the  Lake  was  via  the  Bay  of  Ouinte 
and  Murray  Canal,  In  later  yc^r-^  the  lake  boats  got  larger  and  had  to 
use  the  lake  route, 

'r5y  father  ntiy  have  been  on  the  Ducks  in  his  early  life, 
when  he  worked  on  Amherst  Island  before  and  right  after  his  raarriage.  He 
fished  with  Joe  Bray  and  Ben  Wernp  on  Amherst,   In  any  event  he  got  a 
chance  to  pp   to  the  Ducks  when  we  were  livinr  in  Kinpston  in  1922,   I 
recall  the  trip  on  the  tup  "Claud  Cole"  frotn  Cape  Vincent,  N,Y,,  when  I 
was  about  6  years  old.  At  that  time  my  brother  Georpe,  ap.e  about  9,  brother 
Gordon  age  about  1-1/2  and  sister  Dorothy  about  5,  made  up  the  fainily,  Hy 
father  packed  fish  in  the  suramer  and  filled  the  ice  house  in  winter  as  well 
as  looking  after  the  livestock.  There  was  another  man  with  us,  I  think 
his  name  was  Milton  Brennan  from  Cape  Vincent,  It  was  difficult  to  say  what 
prompted  my  father  to  take  the  job.  He  was  takino  a  calculated  risk.  There 
were  no  doctors  or  any  way  of  pettinn,  help  in  case  of  sickness.  Fortunately, 
we  had  none.  There  wer^,  however,  two  Incidents  that  I  reraer.iber.  One  was 
my  brother  George  trying  to  break  a  limb  fron  a  tree  to  serve  as  a  hockey 
stick.  He  was  usin^  a  club  much  like  a  baseball  bat  when  he  missed  the 
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limb   and  hit  tm  In  th«  fac«  breaking  «y  nose,  H«  pulled  rrm   horn©  and 
dad  tried  to  set  the  bone  in  place.  We   did  a  good  job  for  there  is  no 
evidence  of  the  break  today.  The  second  Incident  took  place  in  the  susamer. 
My  father  was  chopping  ice  for  packinf  fish  with  a  sharp  chisel  like  tool. 
He  slipped  and  cut  his  foot  on  the  instep.  Mother  and  the  rest  of  the 
isu^ily   were  away  to  Cape  Vincent,  As  I  recall  I  was  alone  -with  Dad,  He 
got  into  a  punt  and  I   attempted  to  row  him  across  the  harbour  to  where  we 
lived*  T  was  frightened  to  death  by  the  blood  which  Tsixed  with  the  water 
in  the  bo3t  and  looked  for  all  the  world  to  my   young  eyes  as  if  ay  Dad 
would  surely  bleed  to  death.  We  made  it  after  a  while  and  I  crusss  everything 
turned  out  all  right  a#  r>ad  survived  to  continue  working  that  supwr^er. 

Our  stay  on  the  Dticka  was  during  prohibition  in  the  U,S#A, 
and  the  Duck  Islands  was  the  lumping  off  place  for  the  boats  carryinr- 
Canadian  whiskey  into  the  States,  ^^e  called  th«i  "Rubs  Runners", 


buffalo  and  laoose. 


Hr,  Cole  had  placed  deer  en   the  islajnd  as  well  as  son'.e 


I  retnetaber  the  rreat  hauls  of  fish  taken  in  those  days. 
Four  hundred  pounds  of  lake  trout  was  a  coranoo  lift  from  the  nets.   The 
next  few  years  saw  the  ccsiplete  depletion  of  trout  in  Lake  Ontario,   At 
this  time  (1963)  there  are  no  trout  in  l*ake  Ontario,  Most  of  the  blaine 
has  been  put  on  the  l<«u^prey  eel.  The  bla<»e  however,  rests  elsewhere.  The 
lake  was  overfished  and  polluted.  No  thoucht  was  plven  to  the  future  and 
too  (aany  people  took  too  rt;any  fish.   Ships  golnp  up  and  down  the  lake 
flushed  their  tanks  out  in  the  lake.  Oil  boats  and  tankers  were  the  worst 
offenders. 

It  was  «  wonderful  place  for  a  boy,   1  learned  all  about 
boats,  the  weather  and  water  lore  on  the  Ducks,  It  is  easy  to  see  why  a 
sailor  has  a  love  for  the  sea  if  he  Is  exposed  to  it  early  in  life,  X 
puess  v,y   father  went  to  the  Ducks  for  the  same  reason.  He  was  around  the 
Lake  and  spent  sorRe  time  fishing;  early  in  life.   For  a  nur»ber  of  years 
after  that  he  worked  in  factories  and  when  the  chance  car^-^e  he  took  it, 
unwise  though  it  was. 

We  spent  one  winter  and  two  sutlers  on  the  Islands  and 
late  in  the  fall  catne  by  boat  to  the  "Pock",  I  reme»nber  the  trip  ori  a 
rather  windy  day,  Georre  and  Oad  were  in  cme  boat  and  toother  and  the  kids 
with  Bob  Cory,  a  fisherraan,  in  his  boat.  We  had  the  furniture  and  all  the 
usual  farnily  poesessicHns,  v?e  lived  in  a  rented  house  on  the  hill  at  "The 
Rock",  After  livln.;  for  nearly  two  years  in  a  tarpaper  shack  it  was  a  big 
change.  Also  we  went  back  to  school  again. 

When  Mr,  Dulles  pot  the  islands  he  tore  down  all  the 
houses,  including  Mr,  Coles  bij?  house.  He  wanted  it  to  be  a  retreat  and  he 
built  a  cabin  an   the  hiph  bluff  at  the  west  end  of  the  island.  It  was 
always  a  busy  nlace  in  the  summer  as  the  fisherraen  came  tnere  to  fish  each 
year,  I  dcsm't  think  anyone  p.oes  there  now. 


A  few  years  apo,  I  started  to  po  to  Amherst  Island  for 
holidays  and  rented  a  cabin  for  a  week  or  so  on  the  shore.   For  the  past 
3  years  I  ^:o  in  ay  own  boat  and  camp  on  the  shore.  In  the  cove  where  we 
carap  is  an  old  wreck  on  the  shore  with  only  the  ribs  left  now  and  sor^e  iron 
from  the  keel,  Upcm   enquiry  I  find  that  this  wreck  is  all  that  Is  left  of 
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the  tup  "Glaucl  Cole",  the  same  boat  that  carried  our  family  frorr^  Cape  Vincent 
to  the  Ducks  in  1923  sonie  UO  years  apo,  She  Is  goinpi  fast  and  a  few  more 
years  no  trace  of  her  will  r'emain.  She  is  just  Inside  the  cove  near  the  Dock 
east  of  Hut  Island,  At  this  time,  the  Wellbanks  family,  Howard  and  his  father 
fished  out  of  this  cove. 

The  Duck  Islands  played  an  important  role  in  French  times 
and  In  the  English  period.  Also  they  were  half  way  point  for  crossing  the  Lake 
in  early  ti'^es  both  for  the  Iroquois  and  the  early  settlers, 

I  have  a  couple  of  interesting  articles  that  appeared  in 
the  Toronto  Telegram  as  follows: 

"Meet  the  Main  Duck"  Saturday,  Nov,  11,  1933. 

"Christmassing  on  the  Main  Duck",  Saturday,  Dec,  23,  1922, 

"Musket  Mystery  of  the  Main  Duck",  Aug.  *+,  1934 

an  article  entitled  "Schooner  Days"  that  appeared 
in  the  Telerranv  for  sane  years 

'i/hen  we  were  there.  Bill  Thompson  was  a  prominent  fisherman 
and  Bob  Smith  an  old  resident  of  teherst  told  tne  that  Isaih  Thompson,  father 
of  Bill,  fished  on  the  Ducks  for  40  years.  Bob  says  he  was  a  ri^nt  of  a  nsan. 
He  stood  5  ft,  G  inches  tall,  (See  Toronto  Telegram  article  re  Ducks), 

The  licht  on  the  Ducks  was  established  in  191U  and  a 
Fog  Signal  added  in  1915,  The  Keepers  were: 

Jaraes  Clarke  1914-1915 
Fred  Bonpard  1915-1921 
Wesley  Thoraas  1921-1954* 
Harold  Dunne  1954- 

*  Went  to  Point  Abino,  Lake  Erie 

The  lieht  on  the  False  Ducks  (Point  Traverse)  was 
established  in  1828,  This  lip.ht  was  on  Swetman*s  Island,  there  was  also  a  light 
on  Long  Point  (Point  Traverse)  until  a  few  years  ago. 

Some  years  ago,  I  reraoved  two  iron  spikes  frOTi  the  wreck 
of  the  "Claud  Cole"  where  she  lies  on  Amherst  Island,  These  two  spikes  are  now 
in  a  piece  of  driftwood  where  I  put  them.  The  driftwood  is  used  as  a  decoration 
in  our  livinj^  room.  Soon,  these  iron  spikes  from  the  "Claud  Cole"  will  be  all 
that  remain  of  her.  As  mentioned  above,  she  carried  us  from  Cape  Vincent,  N,Y,, 
to  the  Main  Ducks  in  1923, 
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2,   Amherst  Island  (Isle  of  Tanti) 


'-'e  are  Interested  in  Amherst  because  ny  mother  was 
raised  there  and  also  because  some  of  the  familJ-os  livincr  ther^  are  re- 
lated to  our  branch  of  the  family.  Gus  Richards  still  lives  there.   He 
is  related  to  my  great  grandfather's  wife  Clarissa  Richards,  The  Howards 
of  Amherst  are  also  inter-married  with  the  Richards  and  with  the  Prestcms 
who  raised  my  -nother, 

Amherst  is  situated  close  to  highly  populated  areas 
of  the  country  but  due  to  its  isolation  by  water,  it  rensains  quite  un- 
spoiled. There  are  not  niany  people  on  it  nov  as  the  f arras  ^t&   worked  out 
and  depleted;  at  the  west  end  it  is  pretty  much  as  it  always  was  excect 
for  decimation  of  the  trees.  The  fishing  is  excellent  and  the  main  reason 
I  go  there.  Also  that  particular  end  of  it  Is  quite  wild  and  remote,  Many 
types  of  birds  live  there  that  are  r.carce  elsev^her©, 

?1y  mother  was  an  orphan  and  was  taken  there  by  the 
Preston  family  at  an  early  age  (about  6),  She  lived  there  until  she  taarrled 
in  1911,  She  then  went  with  nry  father  to  Kingston, 

Near  Wwaps  3ay  there  was  a  battery  of  guns  during  the 
war  of  1812  and  the  remains  are  still  visible.  This  is  at  the  point  cm 
the  upper  oap.  There  is  an  island  near  this  point  called  Crape  or  La  Force, 
This  is  a  favourite  resting  spot  for  nulls  and  terns  and  it  is  one  of  the 
few  spots  where  the  trees  are  qrowin?  to  the  water's  ed^e  as  they  wei^ 
before  the  settlers  carae,   My  father  hunted  ducks  in  the  fall  around  these 
points  and  islands  and  I  have  often  heard  him  tell  about  this  section. 

The  Indian  naroe  of  the  Island  was  translated  into  French 
by  the  early  French  explorers  as  Tanti,   The  history  of  Anherst  is  very 
interesting  and  is  well  written  up  in  various  books  and  articles, 

H,  fi,  Herrinp.ton  who  was  a  lawyer  in  'iapanee  for 
many  yaars  wrote  a  history  of  Lennox  and  Addin^ton  County  and  there  Is  a 
good  chapter  on  Amherst  Island  in  his  book. 

The  fanxMis  Johnson  family  of  U*C,L,  tiroes  once  owned 
the  Island,  ^he  Swetinan  family  were  early  settlers,  ^^wetman's  Island  near 
Long  Point  is  named  after  this  farpily.   Lighthouse  keepinr  seems  to  have 
been  a  characteristic  of  the  Sw^t-ran  farnily,  ^ae   later  note. 

There  was  an  article  in  the  Toronto  Telef!;rai!»  about 
the  Island  In  the  issue  of  Dec,  23,  1961, 

The  Preston  home  on  the  Island  is  located  to  the  east 
of  the  Village  of  Stella  and  the  prav^^avd   where  most  of  them  rest  is  to 
the  east  of  the  house  shr«ut  half  a  Tjile,  The  Preston  house  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Glenn  family,  William  Prestcai  sold  out  in  1912.   The 
fieldstone  or  west  end  of  the  house  was  built  in  1830,   It  is  now  partly 
covered  with  stucco.  The  cut  stone  section  was  built  later  about  1838, 
This  is  the  eastern  end.  The  central  frame  section  covers  the  old  log 
cabin  site  of  the  first  house.   The  barn  (the  Ilorth  West  Portico)  was 
built  about  1336  and  was  the  first  frane  barn  on  the  Island,   The  first 
settlers  were  Irish  and  Scotch  and  the  Island  was  settled  fron  1810  to 
18»*0,   There  was  no  ferry  to  the  Island  until  about  1920, 
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Boats  called  there  as  a  res^ular  stop  frcs^  Belleville  to  Xlngston,  Some 
of  the  early  schooners  calling  there  are  as  follows: 

"The  Water  Lily" 

"Alitha" 

♦♦Belleville" 

Before  the  Island  land  was  fully  taken  up,  a  few 
U*£*L«  families  were  there.  The  Hemps  for  one  and  possibly  others  who 
came  between  1784  and  1800, 

Dad  worked  for  the  Tuj^wells  on  the  Shore  Road  then 
for  Benj,  Wemp.  He  fished  with  Joseph  Bray  (died  1919)  out  of  the  cove 
where  we  now  90   on  vacation.  Dad  left  soon  after  he  and  mother  were 
married  in  1911, 

Some  of  the  old  Island  names  are  listed  below. 


Swetman 

Bray 

TuRwell 

Preston 

rilson 

Glenn 

Reid 

Howard 

Wemp 

Neilson 

Willard 

Scott 

Smith 

The  Neilson  fanily  have  kept  store  on  the  Island  for  many  years.  The 
present  store  was  built  in  1B72, 

It  appears  that  David  Preston  came  to  the  Island 
about  1840  and  settled  on  the  land  where  the  Old  Preston  Hone  still  re- 
gains •  He  is  buried  on  the  Island  in  the  cemetery  east  of  the  old 
homestead.  The  family  have  now  died  out  and  they  are  all  buried  on 
the  Island  with  the  exception  of  Cecil, 

1,  David  Preston  1820-1901,  His  wife  Elizabeth  Howard  1833-1911, 

Their  Children:  1,  William  Howard  Preston  1855-1931 

2,  Marparet  Preston  1867-19H5 

3.  Sarah  F,    Preston  1852-1885 
U,  Cecil  Preston  7 


■  ,g.as<a;^a^;^!igs-!Kj?^^^-3S5a:Sf«i' 


'a  :^i^>j^-^  ¥^TS^^:sm':  ifi'M-^r^^-^J-'  ■^r^::^-^: '  ■  ■ '  :'ga  cv^.^in  .^j-i^a^i:  ig 


Note  **,  Pare  6 

2«  Sarah  was  ttie  first  wife  of  Mr*  James  S«  Heilson 

Their  children:   Sarah  Louisa  13B6-1889 
3,  Hargaret  married  Tdward  Gcott  186*4-1939 

Their  crdldrenj  1  child«Rev,   Arthur  Preston  Scott     1899-1944 

U,   Cecil  and  Wllliaa  -  Ho  Issue  that  I  know  of» 

S«  Sarah's  grave  was  moved  from  the  old  ceraetsry  east  of  the  homestead  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  Cemetery  where  her  husband  is  buried  in  the 
central  part  of  the  Island, 

6«  There  are  descendants  of  James  S»  Heil&on  en  the  Island  but  they  are  of 
his  second  wife  ea  Sarah  died  young. 

7t   My  mother,  Lotxa  Harsh  was  raised  by  William  .Howard  Prestwn, 


The  Island  was  named  after  Lord  Jeffrey  Amherst,  ComTiander 
in  Chief  of  the  aritish  forces  in   •<orth  Ar-erica  at  the  time  of  the  French 
British  war  in  1758,     He  was  Governor-General  of  British  !iorth  America 
1760-1763. 

The  Island  was  granted  to  Sir  J<*n   Johnson,  nan  of  Sir 
William  for  his  services  durinp.  the  American  War  1775-1783, 

Sir  John  and  his   father  held  large  estates  of  land  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley  in  the  Iroquois  Country  south  of  Lake  Ontario,   and  they  brought 
the  Indians  with  then  to  Canada,     They  settled  at  Brentford  and  also  on  the 
Bay  of  Quinte  at   Deseronto, 

In  1650  the  Island  was  owned  wostly  by  the  Karl  of  Mountcashel 
and  was  offered   for  sale  by  hira  in   1850,      In   1850  it  had   1213   inhabitants. 
It  had  a  paiit  office  also  in  18*>0, 

Sir  John  Johnson  was  Indian  Agent  for  nany  years  and  he  and 
his  father  were  always  very  friendly  with  the  Indians,     They  did  In   fact 
marry  into  the  Mohawk  tribe  aa<i  were  related  to  Joseph  Brant, 

A  further  note  en  Lord  Jeffery,  Field  Marshal  Amherst  says 
that  he  was  at  Quebec  with  i«?olfe.     He  was  in  Coninand  of  the  troops  capturing 
L(buisbounr>  in   1758,      Later  he  wa^s  appointed  ^"overnor  of  Virt^inia  but  was  dis* 
aissed     frosa  office  for  opposint^  the  Stapip  Act   in  1768, 
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